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“PREACHER’S WAGES” 

(II Cor. 11:8) 
 

“I robbed other churches, taking wages of them that I might minister unto you,” II Cor. 11:8.  The right of a 
preacher to receive “wages,” is authorized in this passage.  Notice the apostle Paul said a preacher could, 
“receive wages!”  We are not discussing the right of a “false teacher” to be supported, this should not 
happen, II Jno. 9-12, “9 Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath not God: 
he that abideth in the teaching, the same hath both the Father and the Son.  10 If any one cometh unto 
you, and bringeth not this teaching, receive him not into your house, and give him no greetings:  11 for he 
that giveth him greeting partaketh in his evil works.”  To support such a one would be to “partake in his 
evil work.”  We should be careful, concerning the men we support, lest we be found “partaking in an evil 
work,” II Jno. 12. 
 
What preachers receive as support is called “wages” in the New Testament, II Cor. 11:8.  Those who labor 
at a job are those who work and are compensated, with “wages.”  Wages are given because there has 
been work!  There are many today who call themselves preachers, who are not willing to work and labor; 
yet, expect to receive wages at the end of the week.  Not according to the teaching of the Word of God!  
Those who seek a “position,” those who seek the “praise of men,” those who think this is a lazy man’s 
way of making money are to be “passed by.”  Preaching is a work and should be considered as being 
just that: “15 Give diligence to present thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, handling aright the word of truth,” II Tim. 2:15.  You will notice in this passage, the preacher is 
referred to as a “workman!” 
 
Paul Said: “14 That thou keep the commandment, without spot, without reproach, until the appearing of 
our Lord Jesus Christ,” I Tim. 6:14.  A preacher is expected to be obedient to the Word of God.  He is 
obligated to keep the commandment, without spot and without reproach.  He has to follow the word.  I would 
like to remind those who are preachers of the Gospel of Christ that: “6 thou put the brethren in mind of 
these things, thou shalt be a good minister of Christ Jesus, nourished in the words of the faith, and of the 
good doctrine which thou hast followed until now,” I Tim. 4:6.  Timothy is charged with preaching the Word 
of God, “2 Preach the word; be urgent in season, and out of season; reprove, re-buke, exhort, with all 
longsuffering and teaching,” II Tim. 4:2.   Many other duties could be listed from I & II Tim., concerning the 
work of a preacher of the gospel.  That is what he is to be and that is the one we pay wages – to preach 
the gospel.  He has to be a “gospel preacher.”  If he is not, one sins when he fellowships and supports 
him with “wages.” 
 
We are living in a period of time when men, “will not endure sound doctrine;” yet, they call themselves 
gospel preachers.  Some of these men are more interested in large contributions; more interested in large 
numbers; and thus, are more interested in pleasing men than they are pleasing the Lord, by being a 
“preacher of the gospel?”  
 
I have additional material concerning the support of preachers that will be presented next week – look for 
it.          Caa …..  
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