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“PREACHERS AND PREACHING” 
(II Tim. 4:2) 

 
I preached my first sermon in 1952.  With the help of an uncle, who was a preacher.  I put a lesson together, 
and did what I thought was preaching the Gospel.  Those days were a thrill, studying, making sure 
everything was just right and then delivering it to people on Sunday morning.  My uncle was encouraging 
me to preach.  Those were the days. 
 
Early in my preaching days I seemed to really enjoy the idea of preaching.  I had been studying the Bible; 
but did not know much, and was making an effort to talk with anyone who would listen.  I was married a 
little while before I got out of high school.  My wife was a Christian and helped me greatly, she knew much 
more about the Bible than I did.  In the fall of 1954 I enrolled in a college in Tampa Florida and spent two 
years there studying things that I thought would help me to be a good preacher.  From these classes, 
teachers and association with other young people the Word of God made an impact on my life.  Like the 
apostle Paul when he returned from the three years in Arabia, I was ready to begin preaching the Gospel. 
 
It never crossed my mind that I needed to do anything but preach the gospel.  Someone had pointed to 
me: “Take heed to thyself, and to thy teaching.  Continue in these things; for in doing this thou shalt save 
both thyself and them that hear thee,” I Tim. 4:16.  I was concerned about myself and those that hear me 
and I knew that the preaching had to be the Gospel, Rom. 1:16. 
 
I can remember in the middle fifties there was preaching to the people of the world, who attended our 
services and also to those that were saved, to keep them saved: “Wherefore let him that thinketh he 
standeth take heed lest he fall” I Cor. 10:12.  The members of the church worked to get people to attend 
our services and we baptized people.  Our meetings were filled with people who were not Christians and 
we taught and baptized them.  Then came a time when circumstances were not as they had been in the 
past. 
 
The members stopped inviting people to attend our services and there was a different attitude of 
preachers coming to preach meetings.  The visiting preachers felt there would be no visitors present at 
meetings who were not Christians; so, they started preaching to members of the church.  Such subjects as, 
drunkenness, dope, families, raising children, etc. and all the material that we used to preach on, such as: 
distinction between Old Testament and New Testament; material concerning the Lord’s church, worship of 
the church, obeying the gospel; etc, were not preached. All of these fundamental subjects seem to take a 
back seat and preachers seemed to forget to preach on subjects that would cause people to obey the 
gospel; and soon, no one was being baptized.  There seemed to develop an attitude that people will not 
attend our services and thus there is no need to preach to those who do not attend.  
 
Would it be improper for me to suggest we need to get back to the old days of members inviting 
nonmembers to attend our meetings and preachers preaching the Gospel at these meeting because there 
are those in attendance that need to be taught the fundamentals of the Gospel?  At the same time we 
should not forget that, members need to be warned about falling from the faith and encouraged to continue 
to be faithful in the Lord, Rev. 14:13.                                                             Caa ….. 
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