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JOHN THE BAPTIZER’S PREACHING! 

 
I have been in the presence of men, I esteemed as gospel preachers, and heard different ones criticize 
them because they taught truth in a straight forward manner.  They did not stop their preaching, there 
were those who did appreciate what was being done.  Early, in my preaching work, I was told by an 
older preacher, “Carl, be sure to make the application of what you are preaching, if you do not, my 
brethren will not get the point!”  After much thought and consideration, I believe the older preacher was 
and is right.  As I look at John the baptizer’s preaching I find this to be true with his boundless 
enthusiasm.   
 
“2 ….. the word of God came unto John the son of Zacharias in the wilderness,” Lk. 3:2.  John’s message 
was from God.  John’s message was that given to him by God in the wilderness of Judea.  So, what he 
preached and the message to certain people was demanded of God.  Jesus said concerning John, “11 
….. Among them that are born of women hath not arisen a greater than John the Baptist: yet he that is 
but little in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.  12 And from the days of John the Baptist until now 
the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and men of violence take it by force,” Matt. 11:11-12.  Those 
who opposed John, apposed God; you see, this was a message from God through John – to resist John 
was to resist God! Lk. 7:30. 
 
According to the account of Luke, John addressed the “multitudes:” Lk. 3:7.  His message to them was,  
“7 He said to the multitudes that went out to be baptized of him, Ye offspring of vipers, who warned you to 
flee from the wrath to come?  8 Bring forth therefore fruit worthy of repentance, and begin not to say 
within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father:  for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to 
raise up children unto Abraham.”  Another group of people addressed by John was the “publicans,” his 
message to them was, “13 ….. Extort no more than that which is appointed you,” Lk. 3:13.  Also, John 
had somewhat to say to the “soldiers,” “14 ….. Extort from no man by violence, neither accuse any one 
wrongfully; and be content with your wages,”  Lk. 3:14.   John observed that Herod the tetrarch had his 
brother’s wife and told him so:  “4 For John said unto him, It is not lawful for thee to have her,” Matt. 14:4.   
When one reads this about John, he is compelled to back up and take a break and ask himself the 
question: “Did God tell John to speak all of this?”  When one tries to say John was rude and crude, he 
must realize he is charging God with being rude and crude.   God’s messengers always followed the 
instructions of God.  Remember, when one criticizes the preaching of a preacher, remember God is not a 
“softy!” 
 
It is our intentions to present some other preachers (teachers) and how God used them in preaching to a 
sinful and lost people.  The preaching should be of such that there would be, by this preaching, people 
thinking, “Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and the rest of 
the apostles, Brethren, what shall we do?” Acts 2:37.  This was direct teaching to the heart, directed by 
God and it worked – three-thousand responded to heaven’s invitation.   
 
Had John came preaching as a “softy,” it would never have worked!  So, also with the teaching of the 
Apostles on the day of Pentecost.  Some may think this was not the way it should have been; but remem-
ber, this is what was ordered by God and not ordered by man.  Should I question the wisdom of God?  
Should I question the knowledge of God, as to what will work and what will not work?  God knew what 
was best and what would cause people to respond – it was a direct approach to the mind and heart of 
man.  To reject John was to reject “the counsel of God,” Lk. 7:30. 
 
So, we need to be direct in our preaching so people will know what sins have been committed and what 
sins they need to be forgiven of!        Caa …..  
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