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PAUL’S PREACHING 

 
Like John the baptizer and Jesus, Paul claims his message is from God,  “6 We speak wisdom, however, 
among them that are fullgrown: yet a wisdom not of this world, nor of the rulers of this world, who are 
coming to naught:  7 but we speak God’s wisdom in a mystery, even the wisdom that hath been hidden, 
which God foreordained before the worlds unto our glory:  8 which none of the rulers of this world hath 
known: for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory,” I Cor. 2:6-8.  The message 
was not from Paul; but rather, “God foreordained before the worlds unto our gory.”  In this chapter Paul 
affirms the very “words,” are the words from God!  “13 Which things also we speak, not in words which 
man’s wisdom teacheth but which the Spirit teacheth; combining spiritual things with spiritual words,” I 
Cor. 2:13.  The words of Paul are, in reality, not his words; but rather, the words of God!  To 
acknowledge Paul’s teaching is to acknowledge the teaching of God.   
 
Paul was a direct teacher of the word of God.  Consider Acts 13:8-12, “8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for so 
is his name by interpretation) withstood them, seeking to turn aside the proconsul from the faith.  9 But 
Saul, who is also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, fastened his eyes on him,  10 and said, O full of all 
guile and all villany, thou son of the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert 
the right ways of the Lord?  11 And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt  be 
blind, not seeing the sun for a season.  And immediately there fell on him a mist and a darkness; and he 
went about seeking some to lead him by the hand.  12 Then the proconsul, when he saw what was done, 
believed, being astonished at the teaching of the Lord.”  Please note that the proconsul was, 
“astonished at the teaching of the Lord!”  This type of teaching ordered by the Lord caused the pro-
consul to believe!  Another place where it seemed Paul used hard language is found in:  “2 And the high 
priest Ananias commanded them that stood by him to smite him on the mouth.  3 Then said Paul unto 
him, God shall smite thee, thou whited wall: and sittest thou to judge me according to the law, and 
commandest me to be smitten contrary to the law?” Acts 23:2-3.  Paul was not wasting word; yet, it 
should be remembered that the Holy Spirit through the apostle was speaking – stern words were 
delivered.  Do you remember in Gal.1, Paul called those who perverted the gospel as being “9 As we 
have said before, so say I now again, If any man preacheth unto you any gospel other than that which ye 
received, let him be anathema.  10 For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? or am I striving to 
please men? if I were still pleasing men, I should not be a servant of God.” Gal. 1:9-10.  These are only 
samples of Paul preaching in a straight forward, direct to the point, and quite frankly very pointed, these 
words came through the Holy Spirit to him.   
 
I find it very interesting that those who are always attacking the direct method of teaching, directed by the 
Holy Spirit, God and Christ Jesus, never criticize the soft way of faithful preachers and their teaching – 
that is because the soft preaching is what they have determine should be done.  This became their 
concept of preaching the gospel and to his end they are determined to pursue.  In Matt. 15:8-9 this form 
of teaching – what they have determined needs to be done, is called “Doctrines and precepts of men.” 
 
We are told: “2 Preach the word; be urgent in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all 
longsuffering and teaching.  3 For the time will come when they will not endure the sound doctrine; but, 
having itching ears, will heap to themselves teachers after their own lusts;  4 and will turn away their ears 
from the truth, and turn aside unto fables,” II Tim. 4:2-4.   
 
Could it be a manner of wisdom to let each man be himself in preaching and judge him as being faithful 
by the substance of the lesson – did he preach the truth?     Caa ….. 
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