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“PROFESSIONS”  II 

 
Thank you for your response last week, concerning the article “PROFESSION.”  For some reason I did not 
expect such re-action to that article.  I had done some research on “professions,” and continue to share this 
with you, in citing additional vocations found in the New Testament.  
 
Peter stayed in the home of Simon a “TANNER,” Acts 10:6.  There is a reason for his trade being by the 
sea side.  The by products from the tanning of hides could easily be washed away by the tide and current 
of the sea – this took certain undesirable (decaying) material away from his work place.  From this trade 
girdles, tents and shoes – to mention a few products produced by a “tanner.”  This would be in the category 
of “what is good,” mentioned in Eph. 4:28. 
 
It is interesting to note some vocations engaged in by women: 
 
There was a woman who dwelt at Joppa by the name of Dorcas who was a woman “full of good works and 
almsdeeds which she did,” Acts 9:36.  Dorcas was a “SEAM-STRESS!”  She made coats, garments, Acts 
9:39.  Many were those who benefited from her talents as a “seam-stress.”  This seems to have benefited 
many people and would assume from this account of her life, she had a business; she followed this 
“vocation,” in life!  Here is a lady that had a business of her own and was involved in “what is good,” 
mentioned in Eph. 4:28 
 
Another woman to consider is one called Lydia, a “SELLER OF PURPLE,” Acts 16:14.  She attended to 
the needs of Paul and Silas, Acts 16:15.  This lady was from Thyatira, Acts 16:14; but, was in the city of 
Philippi practicing her “vocation,” selling purple.  She was away from home, working at her “vocation,” and 
took special interest in Paul and Silas and what they taught – she obeyed the Gospel, Acts 16:15.  Here is 
another lady that had a business of her own and was involved in “what is good,” mentioned in Eph. 4:28.  
Does this remind you of the “virtuous woman” of the book of Proverbs? 
 
Back to men and their vocations, I understand Luke was a “PHYSICIAN,” Col. 4:14.  It is interesting, to 
me, that Paul calls him “beloved.”  I do not recall a time that Luke practiced his vocation and that work,  
recorded on the pages of the New Testament. Luke’s time was spent writing the book of Acts and the book 
of Luke.  At other times he traveled and assisted the apostle Paul in the great work of preaching the Gospel.  
Yet as a “PHYSICIAN,” this would be in the category of “what is good,” mentioned in Eph. 4:28.   
 
Should I mention there is recorded a man named Alexander the “COPPERSMITH?” II Tim. 4:14.  Also, we 
have named Demetrius, a “SILVERSMITH!” Acts 19:24.  These seemed to oppose the apostle Paul 
because he was a threat to their business.   These individuals tried to make the life of Paul and his helpers 
more difficult. 
 
People in the New Testament lived as we live today; because, they lived their lives as we do in a real world.  
In order to make a living they pursued “vocations,” from which they made a living.  That is what we do today!  
They lived, as we live, and made a living for themselves and continued to live from day to day.   
 
These people, who lived back then, sinned.  We today live and sin.  As the New Testament related to them; 
so, the New Testament relates to us.   We need to remember the Word of God and do what we can  to help 
others – teach them the truth.         Caa ….. 
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