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“PROFESSIONS” 

(Eph. 4:28) 
 

“28 Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labor, working with his hands the thing that is good, 
that he may have whereof to  give to him that hath need,” Eph. 4:28.  This passage is talking about a 
vocation that a person follows – it is understood that this vocation is not a violation of the Word of God.  
There were those in the New Testament who followed a vocation.  It is interesting to note there were those 
who worked, to make a living back then, we do the same today.   Consider some of these vocations found 
in the New Testament. 
 
Peter and Andrew were “FISHERMAN,” Matt. 4:18.  When the Lord called them to be Apostles, Jesus 
said, “19 Come ye after me and I will make you fishers of men,” Matt. 4:19.  From this calling we have used 
the idea of being “fishers of men” to refer to preachers and their work, or vocation.   
 
Paul is said to have been a “TENT MAKER,” Acts 18:3.  A long with Priscilla and Aquila, “they wrought.”  
There were times when Paul provided for his own existence and times when churches helped him, II Cor. 
11:8 and times when only one congregation supported him, Phil.4:14-15.  So, sometimes Paul provided the 
things he needed through the vocation of being a “tent maker.” 
 
Matthew, selected as one of the Apostles, was a “PUBLICAN,” Matt. 9:9.     Zacchaeus, was a “Publican,” 
and is noted as a “small man,” climbing up in a tree,” to see Jesus, Lk. 19:1-3.  John the baptizer made a 
statement, to the Publicans, “13 And he said unto them, Extort no more than that which is appointed you,” 
Lk. 3:13.   Zacchaeus seems to have been an honest publican, “8 And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the 
Lord, Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give o the poor; and if I have wrongfully exacted aught of any 
man, I restore fourfold,” Lk. 19:8.  This man was a tax-collector, a publican.  
 
Jesus’ stepfather was a “CARPENTER.” Mk. 6:3.  Often, it is stated Jesus was a “CARPENTER,” because 
the father always taught his son a trade; so, Jesus – according to them – was a carpenter.  One will note 
that in the accounts of the life of Christ, Jesus is never found working as a carpenter.  When referred to as 
a carpenter, it is on the assumption of his stepfather working in the trade of carpentry. 
 
Jesus refers to himself as a “GOOD SHEPHERD,” Jno. 10:11.  Jesus is a shepherd to his sheep, those 
who belong to him.  He leads, directs and cares for those who are his.  This  becomes a vocation and the 
Lord does a good job at such.  There is no way the Lord could become a “hireling,”  Jno. 10:12-13.  Jesus 
cares for his lambs and leads them unto pasture.  He takes his job seriously.   
 
There were those who were “SOLDIERS,” Lk. 3:14.  On this occasion there were those who belonged to 
the army of Rome and came manifesting an interest in what John was teaching.  “14 And soldiers also 
asked him, saying, And we, what must we do?  And he said unto them Extort from no man by violence, 
neither accuse any one wrongfully; and be content with your wages,” Lk. 3:14.  Do you remember Cornelius, 
in Acts 10, was a soldier and the first gentile convert?  Being a soldier was a vocation, “7 What soldier ever 
serveth at his own charge?” I Cor. 9:7.  There were those who made soldiering a profession: thus, a 
vocation.           

 

There are other vocations mentioned in the New Testament – these are only samples of different vocations.
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