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“PROPHET’S WIVES” 
(I Cor. 14:33-35) 

 
“33 … As in all the churches of the saints,  34 let the women keep silence in the churches: for it is not 
permitted unto them to speak; but let them be in subjection, as also saith the law.  35 And if they would 
learn anything, let them ask their own husbands at home: for it is shameful for a woman to speak in the 
church.” I Cor. 14:33-35.  In the King James Version one will note the word “YOUR” in the text and rightly 
so; because the text is speaking of a certain type of women. 
 
The context is discussing the PROPHETS and that the “spirits are subject to the prophets,” v. 32.  When 
then in v. 34 the “YOUR” is mentioned it has reference to the prophets wives!  If one will consider the 
context you will note these women have husbands and these husbands are to be questioned at home.   
 
There seems to have been confusion: “for God is not a God of confusion, but of peace,” v. 33, in the 
assembly of the saints; so, instructions are given to eliminate confusion in the assembly of the saints.  It is 
stated again, in v. 40, “40 But let all things be done decently and in order,” v. 40.  So, these instructions 
were for the purpose of eliminating confusion in the assembly of the Lord’s people.   
 
The solution for unnecessary confusion in the assembly was to have the “prophet’s wives” to not ask 
questions in the assembly – they could ask their husbands at home.  This would eliminate a certain amount 
of confusion in the assembly.  Someone ask, “What if the husbands do not know the answer to the question?   
Their husbands were “prophets” and thus inspired, they would know the answer to the questions asked.  
To that degree this would eliminate a certain confusion in the assembly.   
 
Often, in reading and listening to folks talk, I note the use of I Cor. 14:33-35, as proof that women are nor 
to speak in the public assembly!  This passage is only talking about the prophet’s wives and should be 
limited to that extent; because, that is what the text is talking about. 
 
Should I appeal to a passage that would be discussing the women of today, I would appeal to I Tim. 2:11-
12: “11 Let a woman learn in quietness with all subjection.  12 But I permit not a woman to teach, nor to 
have dominion over a man, but to be in quietness,” I Tim. 2:11-12.  The women have a subjective role in 
the assembly of the Lord’s people.   
 
I believe it is right for a woman to sing; but, not to lead the singing.  I believe it is right for a woman to pray; 
but, not to lead the prayer.  I believe it is right for a woman to confess her faults; but, not for her to extend 
an invitation, (When men are present).  The authority that is associated with one teaching the class; one 
leading the singing; one leading prayer;  would put the woman in position to “have dominion over a man.”  
According to this text she (a woman) is not to have “dominion over man.” 
 
Thank you for your time and may the Lord bless you in your study of his word and the meditation of your 
heart concerning these truths.                                                                   Caa ….. 
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