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QUESTION ASKED 

 “I hope you didn’t think my question (below) is some kind of challenge. I do not bait people or set traps. I happen to be sincere 
and my question is serious.  I am serious about knowing and understanding for myself what God has said.  I would not accept a 
female preacher and certainly would never want to be one.  I do admit there have been times in the class of a very inept teacher, 
I have wished I could get up there and teach it, but actually,  I would never, ever, do that, even if somehow invited me to do so. 
 
But the two completely different concepts were both said by the same person. That is very hard to reconcile. I’m sure there is an 
answer, but I have not discovered it.  As a serious Bible student, I cannot honestly pretend Gal.3:28, is not in the Bible.  I thought 
maybe with all your study you may have come across a reconciliation of the two concepts.  When I study a concept, I usually keep 
on until I am satisfied that I have the true answer.   It’s troubling to me to leave an important question dangling. 
 
My question: 
 
Carl, how do you explain this to people who may ask you what it means?” 
 
 
 

MY ANSWER: 
 
 I am thankful for this question, and do not consider it to be inappropriate, nor, do I think this godly lady is 
prodding me in some manner – I know her personally and consider her to be a sincere Christian lady.  
This was in response to last week’s article. I trust I am on the same wave-length and that the material will 
be dead on. 
 
There is to be a distinction made between the “literal” and the “figurative” part of our language.  This 
must be taken into consideration in understanding Gal. 3:28, “28 There can be neither Jew nor Greek, 
there can be neither bond nor free there can be no male and female; for ye all are one man in Christ 
Jesus.” 
 
In a “literal” meaning a woman is female, wife, mother and etc..  In this earthly existence she is 
considered an opposite of male. In a “literal” meaning the man is spoken of as a male, husband, father 
and etc.  This is the way things are in our earthly existence – while we literally live on this earth.   
 
There is a way in which we exist in a “spiritual manner.”  The rule of interpretation is: one does not pass 
from the “literal” to the “figurative,” until the literal meaning poses an impossibility, then you pass from the 
“literal” to the “figurative.”  How can one be a “freeman” and a “slave,” in the same person?  How can 
there be a “Jew” and a “Greek” in the same person?  You cannot have a male and a female in the same 
person? – you see, this is impossible; so, one passes from the “literal,” to the “figurative meaning..”  
According to Gal. 3:28 being both “literal” and “figurative” in this life is an impossibility; so, we past from 
the “literal” to the “figurative.” 
 
In Jno. 3, 3, 5 we have the expression, ”being born again.”  This is a “spiritual birth.”  In this we are said 
to be, “a new creature in Christ Jesus,” II Cor. 5:17.  Jesus said, in a “spiritual manner” “in the resurrection 
they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as angels in heaven,” Matt. 22:30.  In a spiritual 
manner, we are all one; neither male or female, and yet each person, on this earth is a male or female.  In 
this context, Gal. 3:23-29 the discussion has to do with those who have been baptized, v. 27. We are 
sons of God, v. 26, we are all Abraham’s seed, v. 29.  All of this is emphasizing the fact of a “spiritual” 
relationship with Christ and in that “spiritual relationship” we are neither male or female.  
 
 The restrictions are in the “literal,” earthly, use of the word and in Christ Jesus we are a “new creature,” 
in Christ Jesus, the word is used in a “figurative” manner..                      Caa ….. 
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