
“RECONCILLATION – GOD AND MAN”                                                

(II Cor. 5:19 – 20) 

 
“19 to wit, that God was in Christ reconciling the world unto himself, not reckoning unto them their 
trespasses, and having committed unto us the word of reconciliation.  20 We are ambassadors therefore 
on behalf of Christ, as though God were entreating by us: we beseech you on behalf of Christ, be ye 
reconciled to God,”  II Cor. 5:19-20.  In these two verses we have the efforts of God in reconciliation and 
the efforts of man in reconciliation.  There are the efforts of God toward man and the efforts of man 
toward God. 
 
In Eph. 2:8 we find the following: “For by grace have ye been saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God.”  In this passage we have the efforts of God toward the salvation of man 
and the efforts of man toward God.  The word “grace” stands for God’s part in salvation and the word 
“faith” is used for man’s part in salvation.   
 
God’s part in the salvation of man is providing grace, love, mercy, Christ, his blood and the scheme of 
redemption, Holy Spirit, the Spirit’s word, and etc,  is made known through the Gospel.  It is interesting 
to note that God has already completed his part in the salvation of the soul of man and all man has to do 
is to take hold of that which has been provided by God – the Gospel.  
 
Man’s part is to take that which is provided by God and become obedient to his will, (Gospel).  “rendering 
vengeance to them that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus,” II Thess. 1:8. When we speak of  peop-
le obeying the gospel and not obeying the gospel we are using terms revealed by inspiration, by the 
apostle Paul.  When we extend the invitation and ask if there are those who want to “obey the Gospel,” 
we are only quoting what the apostle Paul has said.  We are speaking where the Bible speaks!  Involved 
in man’s part is to Hear the word of God, (gospel), Rom. 10:17.  From this hearing, of the word of God, 
we acquire Faith, Rom. 10:10.  Believing Jesus to be the son of God and that he can give us new life, 
Rom. 6:4, we come to Repentance, Rom. 2:4, which is a change of one’s mind, Matt. 21:31.  From the 
word of God we learn it is necessary to confess Christ, Rom. 10:9.  Paul also teaches the necessity of 
Baptism, Rom. 6:4.  From this passage we learn that in baptism one “arises to walk in newness of life.”  
This is also stated by the Lord as being what one must “do”, Acts 9:6. 
 
When we have the efforts of man in agreement with that which is provided by God, we now have God 
reconciling man and man being reconciled to God.  But consider another thought in the text of II Cor. 5. 
“21 Him who knew no sin he made to be sin on our behalf; that we might become the righteousness of 
God in him,”  II Cor. 5:21.  What does Paul mean when he says, “he made to be sin.”  Is this passage 
saying the Lord literally became sin, or sinful?  God forbid! 
 
There are many places in the Old Testament in which “sin is used for a sin offering or a sacrifice for 
sin.”  These passages will suffice for examples: Hos. 4:8; Ezek. 43:22, 25; 44:29; 45:22-23, 25.  In Hos. 
4:8 it states, “They feed on the sin of my people and set their heart on their iniquity.”  V. 9 shows it is the 
“priest that eat the sin of my people,” – they feed on the sin offering. We now observe that Jesus was 
made a “sin offering, or a sacrifice for sin!”  Jesus was crucified as a sin offering, or a sacrifice for 
us, and thus provided the Gospel; so, when we obey the Gospel we can have the remission of our 
sins in our obedience to God, Matt. 7:21.  This is call “obeying the Gospel,” II Thess. 1:8.   Caa ….. 


