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“RELATED TERMS” 

It is not uncommon to find the religious world, misusing Bible terms and thus giving an improper meaning 

to words found in the Bible.  It will be our intentions to deal with two sets of words that are applied in an 

inappropriate manner. 

 

There are three words in the New Testament, which the religious world misapplies.  The word “APOS-

TLE” is used to refer to the twelve apostles, Matt. 10:2.  In this text he names the twelve and calls them 

apostles.  His intentions are to send them forth from Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the uttermost 

part of the earth.  I am mindful of another use of the word “apostle;” Acts 14:14.  The primary use of the 

word is, “one sent,” and used by the Lord to refer to the twelve, Acts 1:15-26.  Also, one needs to 

consider the apostle Paul as an apostle, sent by the Lord, II Cor. 12:11-12; I Cor. 9:1-2. The Mormons do 

an injustice to the word by using it with reference to a part of the structure of their organization.  

 

The word “WITNESS” is used with reference to the apostles, Jno. 15:26-27.  In this text, Jno. 13, 14, 15, 

16, and 17, there is John’s account of the ”last supper.”  In Matt. 26:20 we are told, “sitting at meat with 

the twelve disciples,”  The promise of being a witness was to the twelve as is related In the context of this 

passage.  Paul relates the fact of his being a “WITNESS,” Acts 26:16.  Paul declares he saw the Lord; 

and thus can be a witness of him, I Cor. 9:1-2.  John declares what a witness is, “ That which was from 

the beginning, that which we have heard, that which we have seen with our eyes, that which we beheld, 

and our hands handled, concerning the Word of life 2 (and the life was manifested, and we have seen, 

and bear witness, and declare unto you the life, the eternal life, which was with the Father, and was 

manifested unto us); 3 that which we have seen and heard declare we unto you also, that ye also may 

have fellowship with us.” I Jno. 1:1-3.  Possibly this is the explanation of Acts 5:32.  The witnesses of this 

passage were the apostles and not every Christian.  The practice of many denominations, to give their 

witness, is not a part of the New Testament.  They claim to “witness” for Christ and it is only what they 

claim as a testimony of their salvation? 

 

Another word used by the religious world is the word “AMBASSADORS” is used with reference to the 

apostles. II Cor. 5:20; Eph. 6:20; Philm. 9.  The word “ambassador” is the “we” of I Cor. 5:20; Paul 

declares he is an “ambassador,” Eph. 6:20, Philm. 9.  So, we refer to the “apostles” as being 

“ambassadors,” of Christ.  These were men representing Christ, on the earth, thus are referred to as 

“ambassadors” of Christ.  Again the general use of the word “ambassador” today is not recognized in 

the religious world today.  

 

When we use Bible terms we need to be careful as to the meaning.  We would not use certain terms 

associated with Christ that are used with reference to the devil:  consider the terms in the twelfth chapter 

of Revelation as having reference to Jesus.  They just do not apply – dragon, old serpent Devil, Satan, 

deceiver of the whole world, etc.  Let’s use words as they are used in the Bible and we will not be 

entangled in teaching error.                                                                                                                  Caa ….. 
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