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“REPROBATE” 
 

It is not unusual to find a word that needs defining – such is the word “Reprobate,” found in II Cor. 13:5-
7: “5 Try your own selves, whether ye are in the faith; prove your own selves.  Or know ye not as to your 
own selves, that Jesus Christ is in you? Unless indeed ye be reprobate.  6 But I hope that ye shall know 
that we are not reprobate.  7 Now we pray to God that ye do no evil; not that we may appear approved, 
but that ye may do that which is honorable, though we be as reprobate.” 
 
W. E. Vines gives Isa. 1:22 as an example:  this is a precious metal that has dross in it; thus, it is impure.  
Another example would be that of the land infested with “thornes and thistles,” Heb. 6:8 and thus would 
be rejected.  The metal is not pure and the land is not free from contamination. 
 
We are to look to ourselves to make sure we are not “reprobate,”  II Cor. 13:5.  We are not to be a little 
for the Lord and a little for the Devil; but rather, all for the Lord.  This is why the church at Laodicea was 
condemned: “15 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.  16 So 
because thou art lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spew thee out of my mouth,” Rev. 3:15-16. It 
would seem they were a little for the Devil and a little for the Lord and really not much for either one!  
There is no such thing as one straddling the fence and not being “reprobate!” 
 
In the book of James the tongue is spoken of as: “8 …. a restless evil, it is full of deadly poison.  9 
Therewith bless we the Lord and Father; and therewith curse we men, who are made after the likeness of 
God:  10 out of the same mouth cometh forth blessing and cursing.  My brethren, these things ought not 
so to be,” Jas. 3:8-10.  You cannot claim to be one thing and live like something else – if you are a 
believer, then you should live like a believer.  One should not give the impression that he is a saint and 
at the same time, conduct himself as a rank sinner! 
 
In II Cor. 6:14-18 Paul states there are opposites and we are not to assume the role of acting like both 
saint and sinner:  “14 Be not unequally yoked with unbelievers: for what fellowship have righteousness 
and iniquity? Or what communion hath light with darkness?  15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? 
Or what portion hath a believer with an unbeliever?  16 And what agreement hath a temple of God with 
idols? For we are a temple of the living God; even as God said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and 
I will be their God, and they shall be my people.  17 Wherefore come ye out from among them, and be ye 
separate, saith the Lord, And touch no unclean thing; and I will receive you,  18 And will be to you a 
Father, And ye shall be to me sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.” 
 
In consideration of this II Cor. 7:1 is most significant: “Having therefore these promises, beloved, let us 
cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”  There 
are to be some putting off as well as putting on, lest we be found to be “reprobate.”  We are to be 
“pure of heart,” “oneness of mind,” “holy,” “honest” and “set aside as Saints of God.”  In so doing we shall 
be recognized as “faithful to God,” Matt. 25:21, 23.  If I am not faithful to God, in my service to him, I 
shall be designated as a “wicked and slothful servant!” Matt. 25:26; which will result in my being,” cast 
out ….. into the outer darkness: there shall be weeping and the gnashing of teeth,”  Matt. 25:30. 
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