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“READ WHAT IS WRITTEN” 
(Eph. 3:2-5) 

 
“2 If so be that ye have heard of the dispensation of that grace of God which was given me to you ward;  3 
how that by revelation was made known unto me the mystery, as I wrote before in few words,  4 where-by, 
when you read, ye can perceive my understanding in the mystery pf Christ;  5 which in other generations 
was not made known unto the sons of men, as it hath now been revealed unto his holy apostles and 
prophets in the Spirit,” Eph. 3:2-5.  From this, we learn Paul has written that we may read what is written.  
The same thought is expressed in II Thess. 2:15, “15 So then, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions 
which ye were taught, whether by word or by epistle of ours.”  The expression “word” has to do with the 
oral form of preaching and the word “epistle” has to do with the “written” form of Gods word being made 
known.  The value is placed upon someone “reading” what has been “written.” 
 
The value of it (mystery being written) is: “32 And now I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, 
which is able to build you up, and to give you the inheritance among all them that are sanctified,” Acts 
20:32.  Please remember, it is the Word of God that will build you up and give you the inheritance among 
all them that are sanctified.  This is in keeping with II Tim. 3:16-17, “16 Every scripture inspired of God is 
also profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in righteousness:  17 that the 
man of God may be complete, furnished completely unto every good work.”   The only teaching that can 
save a soul is the Gospel, Rom. 1:16. This same teaching, the mystery, or the Gospel is that which will 
completely furnish us unto every good work! II Tim. 3:17. 
 
Peter emphasized the need of remembering and keeping the word of God: “Seeing ye have purified 
your souls in your obedience to the truth unto unfeigned love of the brethren, love one another from the 
heart fervently,” I Pet. 1:22.  The same thing is stated in Jno. 14:23, “23 ….. If a man love me, he will keep 
my word.”   Notice the statement in I Jno. 5:2, “2 Hereby we know that we love the children of God, when 
we love God and do his commandments.”  Peter also said: “12 Wherefore I shall be ready always to put 
you in remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and are established in the truth which is with 
you. 13 And I think it right, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance;  
14 knowing that the putting off of my tabernacle cometh swiftly even as our Lord Jesus Christ signified unto 
me.  15 Yea, I will give diligence that at every time ye may be able after my decease to call these things to 
remembrance,” I Pet. 1:12-15.  You see, all of this is for our reading – that is why it was written!  
 
When Paul stated in Eph. 5:17-18, “17 Wherefore be ye not foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord 
is.  18 And be not drunken with wine, where in is riot, but be filled with the Spirit,” he is stating we can 
understand the word.  Also, one is to be possessed with the Spirit and not with wine.  Again, we are faced 
with the fact of Reading what is written – We are possessed by what is written! 
 
Do you remember what Paul said in I Cor. 4:6?  “6 Now these things, brethren, I have in a figure transferred 
to myself and Apollos for your sakes; that in us you might learn not to go beyond the things written; that no 
one of you be puffed up for the one against the other.” 
 
We most assuredly have made the point that we are to “read what is written,” and keep it to the best of 
our ability.  We can only be justified when we have kept, been obedient to, the word of God.”  My 
responsibility is to obey the written word of God.     Caa ….. 
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