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SIN, SICKNESS, DISEASE, MALFUNCTIONS ….. 

 
 

These past two weeks I have been plagued with a good old fashion cold, stopped up head, congestion in 
my lungs, aches and pains of the body – it was really something.  My wife had it before me and I feel she 
passed it on to me - whatever.  I do not wish this to anyone.  I am thankful to the Lord for improving health 
and pray for a continuation of the same – improving!  
 
During this siege I remembered reading in the book of Genesis about the “Garden of Eden.”  This was a 
place prepared by God for the first man and the first woman, husband and wife.  “8 And Jehovah God 
planted a garden eastward, in Eden: and there he put the man whom he had formed.  9 And out of the 
ground made Jehovah God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food: the tree of 
life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil,” Gen. 2:8-9.  I look upon 
this place as a perfect place – a place in which all the needs of man were provided.  Yet, while all of this 
was provided there was a commandment given: “Don’t eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil.” 
Gen. 2:17. 
 
I am going to skip the sin of Adam and Eve, because it is not the subject I want to present.  In this article I 
am more interested in the consequence of their eating of the “tree of the knowledge of good and evil.”  A 
consequence  is stated, “17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of 
it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die,” Gen. 2:17, (3:19 also). I know in these 
texts there is a “spiritual death” and a “physical death,” I am interested in the “physical death.”  From 
this day forward Adam began to die and it is stated that his life on earth was “930 years,” Gen. 5:5.  I do 
not know the nature of Adam’s death; but one thing is for sure, all of the things that would cause death 
today was the same thing causing death back then.  Sickness, disease and malfunctions was the cause of 
people dying back then, as is now. 
 
Another point to be made about the consequence of sin is, “17 ….. Cursed is the ground for thy sake; in toil 
shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; 18 thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou 
shalt eat the herb of the field,” Gen. 3:17-18.  As a consequence to sin, it was never intended the earth be 
a Garden of Eden; thus, “dust thou art and unto dust shalt thou return,” Gen. 3:19. 
 
Today, there are those who try to tag the consequence of sin to certain acts of evil in this life – this will 
not stand the test.  This same thought was purposed to the Lord and his response was: “2 And the disciples 
asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this man, or his parents, that he should be born blind?  3 Jesus 
answered, Neither did this man sin, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made manifest 
in him,” Jno. 9:2-3.  There are things in this life that just happen!  It is the world in which we live! 
 
It is not uncommon too hear someone say: “God took my daughter!”  ”God killed my husband!”  Or for 
someone to make a statement: “I cannot believe God would be so hardhearted as to do such a thing.”  I 
pass this off as being a person who is misguided and does not understand life.  We live in a world where 
there are many diseases and sicknesses floating around. If I happen to be at the wrong place and at the 
wrong time, the immunity system of my body may not be able to ward such off.  I live in a world in which 
I am exposed to many things in this life – should I contact that which is bad, I need to remember that 
everyone else lives in the same world.  God is not doing all of these acts off injustice; but rather a world in 
which I live.  In this world there is disease, sickness, and malfunctions.        Caa ….. 
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