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“SPIRITUAL GIFTS CEASED” 
 

The spiritual gifts I am speaking of are found in I Cor. 12:8-10: “For to one is given through the Spirit the 
word of wisdom: and to another the word of knowledge, according to the same Spirit: 9 to another faith in 
the same Spirit: and to another gifts of healings, in the one Spirit;  10 and to another workings of miracles; 
and to another prophecy; and to another discerning of spirits: to another divers kinds of tongues; and to 
another the interpretation of tongues.” 
 
In I Cor. 13:8-10 Paul points out the fact of the “PART” being “done away,” and the “PERFECT” being 
“established.”  “8 Love never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall be done away; whether 
there be tongues, they shall cease; where there be knowledge, it shall be done away.  9 For we know in 
part, and we prophesy in part;  10 but when that which is perfect is come, that which is in part shall be done 
away.”  The “part” are the spiritual gifts and “perfect,” is the completed, written, revelation. The “part” in 
this passage is the church being led before the “perfect,” the completed revelation, was made known.  
When the “completed” revelation was made know there was no longer a need for the “part.” “3 Beloved, 
while I was giving all diligence to write unto you of our common salvation, I was constrained to write unto 
you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered unto the saints,” Jude 
3.  Their faith and trust was now in a written form, delivered to the saints.  The written word is that which 
is “perfect!” 
 
There are those who argue that the “perfect,” in this passage has reference to Jesus; because, he is the 
only perfect one.  You cannot establish that idea from the text of I Cor. 13.  Jesus is not mentioned in I Cor. 
13.  Jesus is not being discussed.  The subject of discussion in I Cor. 13 is that of “spiritual gifts” being 
done away and the written word taking its place.  It was never intended for spiritual gifts to continue through 
the Christian Dispensation!  The guidance of the “spiritual gifts” was temporary until the written word could 
be delivered. 
 
Two illustrations are given: (1) One being a child and growing up to be a man.  As long as there were 
spiritual gifts, one would be a child; but, when the revelation was completed, written, then the child would 
be a grown man.  (2) Secondly, looking into a mirror and seeing “darkly,” and one looking face to face 
and seeing “clearly.”  All of this has to do with the word of God being partially given and the word of God 
being fully given, completely written. 
 
In Jas. 1:25 we have recorded the following: “But he that looketh into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and 
so continueth, being not a hearer that forgetteth but a doer that worketh, this man shall be blessed in his 
doing.”  In this passage the word of God is referred to as the “perfect law of liberty.”  So the word of God 
is perfect, as is stated in I Cor. 13:10.  It has been once and for all delivered to the Saints, Jude 3 and is 
said to be “complete, furnished completely unto every good work,” II Tim. 3:17. 
 
Now, when I proclaim the New Testament to men, I am assured it is an “inspired word,” written so I can 
read and understand what God wants me to do.  Also, I am privileged to reflect upon what God has said 
about himself.          Caa ….. 
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