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“SEE GOD!” 

(Jno. 14:9) 
 
 

“9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and dost thou not know me, Philip? He that 
hath seen me hath seen the Father; how sayest thou, Show us the Father,” Jno. 14:9.  It would seem, from 
this passage, some humans have seen God.  It is stated, “He that hath seen me hath seen the Father,” 
Jno. 14:9.  When one considers Jesus as being in human form, and God is in spiritual form (Jno. 4:24, 
“God is a spirit”) – now you know this cannot be.  So, we have to begin to look for a different answer.   
 
In I Tim. 6:15-16 we find the following statement:  “15 Which in its own times he shall show, who is the 
blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords;  16 who only hath immortality, dwelling in 
light unapproachable; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honor and power eternal.”  There 
is another passage that affirms man has not seen God, “18 No man hath seen God at any time; the only 
begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him,” Jno. 1:18.  So, it is stated that “no 
man has seen God” and that is a fact.  Please consider Ex. 33:20, “20 And he said, Thou canst not see my 
face; for man shall not see me and live.”  These all seem very emphatic. 
 
Consider the statement in Gen. 32:30, “30 And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel; for, said he, I 
have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved.”  From what is stated elsewhere one would assume 
that it was some other form that Jacob saw and not the actual existence of God.  From these thoughts one 
would understand Adam and Eve did not see God.  Abraham, Job and others did not see God either.  
Possibly the statement in I Jno. 3:2, - “2 ….. We know that, if he shall be manifested, we shall be like him; 
for we shall see him even as he is,” - is helpful in our understanding of what God looks like. If we wait till 
the end of time we shall see Him and know what he looks like.  Until then we can only meditate and think 
concerning his form of existence.  
 
The above is a discussion of “seeing with the eye.”  There is another way of seeing – “understanding 
with the mind.”  “9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and dost thou not know me, 
Philip? He that hath seen me hath seen the Father; how sayest thou, Show us the Father,” Jno. 14:9.  Often, 
there are those who will describe something and then say: “see what I mean?”  They are not asking you to 
see something visible, with the eye; but rather, understanding with the mind.  This is what Jesus is saying 
in Jno. 14:9.  “He that understands me understands the Father, Caa”  The thought in Jno. 14:9 is, when 
you understand me you understand the Father!  This has reference to the teaching of Jesus.   
 
In this sense, everyone who names the name of Christ should see (understand) Jesus.  There are 
passages in the New Testament which teach us to study and know the teachings of Jesus.  Paul expressed 
it this way: “37 If any man thinketh himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him take knowledge of the things 
which I write unto you, that they are the  commandment (teaching) of the Lord,” I Cor. 14:37. 
 
When I am teaching someone certain principles of the New Testament and then make a statement: “see 
what I mean?”  I am asking them if they “understand” what I am talking about, the Lord’s church, obeying 
the gospel, worship of  the church, organization of the church or principles of Christian living – I am asking 
them to see, (understand,) what I am teaching, so they may be able to obey the Gospel, II Thess. 1:8.                                                                                                           
Caa ….. 
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