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SET YOUR MIND 

(Col. 3:2) 
 

“Set your mind on the things that are above, not on the things that are upon the earth,” Col. 3:2.  This 

passage is emphasizing the need of one using his MIND for a good cause – to learn more of God’s will.  
Jesus stated: “37 ….. Thou shall love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy mind,” Matt. 22:37.  In these two passages Paul and Jesus are appealing to the thinking part of man, 
this part of man which can retain knowledge of God!  Soul, heart and mind is an appeal to the part of man 
that can retain knowledge, think concerning the evidence presented and retain that material within his 
heart; or, within his mind.   Concerning the gospel, Jesus presents it this way, “45 It is written in the 
prophets, And they shall be taught of God.  Everyone that hath heard from the Father, and hath learned, 
cometh unto me,” Jno. 6:45.  Notice the words, “heard,” “learned,” and “cometh unto me,” describe 
one hearing the message from God, believing that message and being obedient to the massage as a 
manner of  conviction; or, belief.  By the mind, concerning what they have heard and what they have 
come to believe – “obey from the heart that form of traching,” Rom. 6:17; thus, producing salvation to 
the obedient believer.   
 
God wants our attention, he wants our mind; thus,  “2 Set your mind on the things that are above, not on 
the things that are upon the earth,” Col. 3:2.  To do this there has to be a standard, that standard is the 
Word of God.  Thus, according to our text, “the things that are above,” Col. 3:2; is what is to be in the 
mind of a man professing to be a follower of Christ.  Paul expresses it on this manner, “8 ….. Think on 
these things,” Phil. 4:8.  The reason for all of this is: “32 And now I commend you to God, and to the word 
of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you the inheritance among all them that are 
sanctified,” Acts 20:32.  The mind is to be possessed before one can began to be obedient to God’s will.  
This is the reason for the statement being made in Jno. 20:30-31, “30 Many other signs therefore did 
Jesus in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book:  31 But these are written, that ye 
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God and that believing ye may have life in his name.”  
With certain evidence, one can believe the truth and “the truth shall make you free,” Jno. 8:32.   
 
“1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen,” Heb. 11:1, KJV.  This 
“substance” or “evidence” causes one to believe; or, causes one to have faith.  All this is an appeal to 
one’s mind, to his thinking.  Without the “substance,” or “evidence,” which within man’s mind gives him 
something to think and reason with, causing him to believe; so, “1 Now faith is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen,” Heb. 11:1, KJV.  Without “substance” and “evidence”  
there will be no faith.   
 
The Bible, from the book of Genesis through the book of revelation, this “substance” and “evidence” is 
presented; thus, the need of one studying the Bible.  Should one choose to not study and learn the ma-
terial in the Bible, there can be no faith.   Learn well the passage in Rev. 21:8, “8 But the fearful, and 
unbelieving, and abominable, and murderers, and fornicators, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, 
their part shall be in the lake that burneth with fire and brimstone; which is the second death,” Rev. 21:8.  
Often, we think of all the bad things listed in this text; but, did you notice that “unbelieving” is listed in 
the same text.  “Unbelief” is just as bad a sin as any of the other sins listed! 
 
Now, back to the beginning thought, “2 Set your mind on the things that are above, not on the things that 
are upon the earth,” Col. 3:2.  There is a reason for the statement, “17 Wherefore be ye not foolish, but 
understand what the will of the Lord is,” Eph. 5:17.                                                               Caa ….. 
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