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SHOULD I BECOME A PREACHER? 
 

Dear brother ….. : 
Good to hear from you and to learn you may be interested in becoming a preacher of the Gospel of Christ!  This 
causes a disturbance in my mind concerning your desire to preach. 
 
Let me suggest some things first of all; before a decision is made to be a preacher of the Gospel.  You notice I said to 
be a preacher of the “Gospel.”  Before one can be a preacher he needs to “know” the Gospel, II Tim. 4:1-2.  Timothy 
is told to “Preach the Word.”  One cannot be a preacher of the Gospel if he does not know the Gospel.  I suppose what 
I am telling you is - you are asking about preaching the GOSPEL.   If you want to be a Gospel preacher, a determination 
must be made to do just that – “preach the Gospel.”  Paul said he preached the “whole” counsel of God, Acts 20.  
Now, are you thinking of being a preacher; or, are you thinking of being a “Gospel Preacher?” 
 
Another thought is, are you willing to live what you preach?  You cannot preach the Gospel and live like the devil.  It 
has been said, “If you are going to talk the talk; then, walk the walk.”  If you are going to preach the Gospel you need 
to be a follower of the Gospel.   To not send a mixed message, one needs to live what he preaches – because that is 
what he believes.  Paul said, “Am I become your enemy by telling you the truth?” Gal. 4:16.  
 
Do you want to live in a glass house?  By this, I mean, everybody will be watching you and are ready to jump on you 
for something that may not amount to an anthill; but, if you are a gospel preacher you have to be willing to suffer as the 
Lord suffered.  I learned to ask myself the question, “Are they right?”   If they are right it does not take long to correct 
it.  If they are wrong then I will stand my ground and defend myself.  Then I shall think to myself: “If I can help it I shall 
help it; but, if I cannot help it I shall push on and forget about it.” 
 
If you are married, is your wife ready for such a life?  Remember, she will be living this life with you – if she is not 
satisfied neither will you.  Through the years, I have seen many preachers stop preaching; because, their wife did not 
like the life she was living.  It is easy for a wife to see how some of the members live and she is living with a lot less.  
They sacrifice none and she sacrifices much; because, you do not get the salary they receive.  This, can be a problem. 
 
Brother, when one works for a company he is usually compensated for all his expenses.  You, on the other hand, will 
furnish your own transportation, you will furnish your own insurance, you will have to furnish your own house and most 
of the expenses, all of your office supplies, for the most part will be furnished by you.  Your family insurance you will 
furnish yourself.  Also, you will have to furnish your own retirement program – all of this is more than most, who think 
they want to preach, have not taken these things into consideration.  Give careful consideration to your finances.   
 
I used to hear young preachers complain about not being invited for meetings.  This can only come by the passing of 
time.  If you are a good preacher the word will get around; but, this takes time and a reputation must be built – it takes 
time and talent.  Are you willing to pay the price and give yourself time to develop?  Many of the young men I have 
known who did not continue to preach was not willing to allow themselves time to develop; or, for them to become 
known. 
 
I made this statement to begin with: “This causes a disturbance in my mind, concerning your desire to preach.”  
Are you willing to pay the price to become a preacher of the Gospel?  To spend hours upon hours of study, making 
sure each sermon is according to the book and presenting it with a genuine love for those to whom it is delivered? 
 
To my knowledge, I have never encouraged a person to become a preacher of the Gospel of Christ.  Yet, when it is 
determined by them to be a preacher of the Gospel, I shall do all within my power to help them fulfill their desires.  
FIRST OF ALL: you have to make that decision for yourself.  When you make that decision let me know and I shall 
stand ready to help you in the preaching of the truth. 
 
Remember, everyone is told to be a preacher of the Gospel: “Others are to teach others,” II Tim. 2:2. 
 
Yours in Christ,   @              Caa ….. 
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