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“SOLDIER OF CHRIST” 
 

There were those of the first century, who tried to destroy those who belonged to the Lord.  Paul names 
two in II Tim. 2:16-18 and designates them as being false teachers – “16 But shun profane babblings: for 
they will proceed further in ungodliness,  17 and their word will eat as doth a gangrene; of whom is 
Hymenaeus and Philetus;  18 men who concerning he truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past 
already, and overthrow the faith of some.”  The brethren of the first century were confronted with this 
problem. 
 
They were told, by the Lord that such would come in, “sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravening wolves,” 
Matt. 7:15.  Paul reminded the Elders of Ephesus, “29 I know that after my departing grievous wolves shall 
enter in among you, not sparing the flock;  30 and from among your own selves shall men arise, speaking 
perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them,” Acts 20:29-30.  So, you see, there were problems 
in the days of the Lord and in the days of the Apostles, the brethren had to deal with “false teaching!” 
 
This can be seen as a reality in the church at Corinth – look at the many problems they had and observe 
the book of I Corinthians is engulfed with these problems.  Paul also says, “We are not ignorant of his 
devices,” II Cor. 2:11, he is speaking of the devices of Satan!   Again Paul states,  “3 For though we walk 
in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh  4 (for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but 
mighty before God to the casting  down of strongholds);  5 casting down imaginations, and every high thing 
that is exalted against the knowledge of God, and bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of 
Christ,” II Cor. 10:3-5.  There is a warfare and we are supposed to be involved; but sadly, there are many 
who call themselves “Gospel Preachers” who are not concerned.  The enemy is there, whether he is 
recognized or not: “13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, fashioning themselves into 
apostles of Christ,  14 And no marvel; for even Satan fashioneth himself into an angel of light.  15 It is no 
great thing therefore if his ministers also fashion themselves as ministers of righteousness; whose end shall 
be according to their works. 
 
Paul admonishes the brethren at Ephesus, “10 Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of his 
might.  11 Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil,” Eph. 
6:10-11.  Consider Paul’s words to the young preacher Timothy: “18 This charge I commit unto thee, my 
child Timothy, according to the prophecies which led the way to thee, that by them thou mayest war the 
good warfare;  19 holding faith and a good conscience; which some; having thrust  from them made 
shipwreck concerning the faith:  20 of whom is Hymenaeus and Alexander; whom I delivered unto Satan, 
that they might be taught not to blaspheme,” I Tim. 1:18-20.  “3 Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier 
of Christ Jesus.  4 No soldier on service entangleth himself in the affairs of this life; that he may please him 
who enrolled him as a soldier,”  II Tim. 2:3-4.  
 
The practice of (?) gospel preachers today is to find a large congregation and plant yourself good.  Draw a 
big salary, do not make anyone mad and do not do anything to cause the attendance or collection to drop.  
This practice and attitude sends the brethren closer to denominationalism and thus closer to the devil.  We 
want to eat, drink and be merry and not be involved in the charge the Lord has given us as Gospel 
Preachers.           Caa ….. 
 
 

Carl Adon Allen 
1115 E. Houston Ave. 
Crockett, Tx.  75835 

(936) 544-3614 
carladonallen@gmail.com 

 


