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“SUFFER PERSECUTION” 

(II Tim. 3:12) 
 

The scriptures clearly teach, “12 Yea, and all that would live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer per-secution,” 
II Tim. 3:12.  From the testimony of the prophets of old, John the baptizer, Jesus for three and one half 
years, the apostles as they went to the ends of the earth and to all Christians who have lived and do live 
in this world.“ II Tim. 3:12, “12 Yea, and all that would live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.”  
Paul did not say “possibly,” he did not say “maybe,” but he did say, “shall suffer persecution.”  When 
one lives the Christian Life, this is inevitable. 
 
As we look at our lives and there seems to be no opposition, there seems to be no one opposing us and 
there seems to be no one pushing back, it may well be because we are not living the way the Lord 
wants us to live.  Could it be that we are not as aggressive as we ought to be?  I notice the early church; 
because, I am not making the impact they made and am not “suffering persecution,” as they did.  Could it 
be that I am lazy, not as involved as I should be and am not as active as I should be? 
 
I am told to, “11 Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil,” 

Eph. 6:11.  The expression, “wiles of the devil,” mean: “Wiles of the devil are those clever schemes 
used by Satan to ensnare us through temptation, threat, or intimidation.”  This is the reason for putting 
on the whole armor of God.”  Paul, in II Cor. 2:11 said, “11 that no advantage may be gained over us by 
Satan: for we are not ignorant of his devices.”  Those who are Christians know there is a Satan and they 
know of his methods to destroy us; so, we have a battle against the Devil that must be fought!  In I Pet. 5:8-
11, we have a solemn warning by the apostle Peter: “8 Be sober, be watchful: your adversary the devil, as 
a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: 9 whom withstand stedfast in your faith, 
knowing that the same sufferings are accomplished in our brethren who are in the world.  10 And the God 
of all grace, who called you unto his eternal glory in Christ, after that ye have suffered a little while, shall 
himself perfect, establish, strengthen you.  11 To him be the dominion for ever and ever.  Amen.”  We have 
the responsibility to engage, oppose and to be mindful of Satan and what he can do to us – cause us to 
lose our soul.  If we fight, “God “shall himself perfect, establish, strengthen us.”  We most assuredly 
look for and happily receive the help that comes from God.  God has declared to us, “5 ….. I will in no wise 
forsake thee.  6 So that with good courage we say, The Lord is my helper; I will not fear: What shall man 
do unto me?” Heb. 13:5-6.  What a comforting thought this is for a Christian. 
 
In II Tim. 3:16-17 we find: “16 Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction which is in righteousness:  17 that the man of God may be complete, fur-nished 
completely unto every good work.”  We are furnished with everything needed to oppose the efforts of Satan.  
Thus, the statement in Jas. 4:7, “7 Be subject therefore unto God; but resist the devil and he will flee from 
you.”  The results of Jesus being tempted of the devil, when he used the Word of God to defend himself 
was, “11 Then the devil leaveth him,” Matt. 4:11.  In like manner, when you resist the Devil, “He will flee 
from you,” Jas. 4:7.  This is the protection God has given us; but, we must use his armor for this to happen, 
Eph. 6:10-19.   
 
It is said of Jesus: “14 Since then the children are sharers in flesh and blood, he also himself in like man-
ner partook of the same; that through death he might bring to nought him that had the power of death, that 
is the devil,” Heb. 2:14.  The thought of Rom. 8:37 comes to mind: “37 Nay, in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through him that loved us.”  “Be faithful unto death,” Rev. 2:10.    Caa ….. 
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