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SYNECDOCHE 
 

NOTICE:   In last week’s article there was a mistake made.  A good sister pointed it out to me and I want to pass the correction 
along to you.  In line three of the first paragraph it reads, “and what will be required of God in the future.”  In this sentence the word 
“God” should be “man.”  Please make this correction in your copy of my article – it will be appreciated and now the sentence will 
make sense!  I try to read my articles four or five times before I send them out; but, somehow this error slipped by me.  Thank you.  
@ 

 
The definition of “SYNECDOCHE” is: “What is a simple definition of synecdoche?  Synec-doche refers 
to a literary device in which a part of something is substituted for the whole (as hired hand for 
"worker").”  In the realm of religion, a part is stated and the whole is intended. 
 
May I illustrate?  A young man is seen with a stringer of fish.  An older man stops and ask him how he 
caught the fish?  The young lad responds, “With a fishing pole.”  The older man then says to the young 
man, “Did you have a line tied to the pole?”  To which the young man responded: “Yes, I had a line tied to 
the pole.”  The older man, not satisfied responded, “Was there a hook tied on the end of the line?”  The 
young man was some-what irritated; yet responded, “Yes, I had a hook tied on the end of the line!”  The 
older man persisted with one more question:  “Was there bait on the hook?”  Now, the young man is 
completely puzzled.  He told him when he used “a pole” the pole stood for everything else used to catch 
the fish.  The pole included the line; the pole included the hook, the pole included the bait; thus, the pole, 
line, hook and bait, were all used to catch the fish; but, only the pole is named.  This is a part being 
used to stand for the whole – this is a SYNECDOCHE!  This same thought (synecdoche) is used in the 
teachings of the Bible.  
 
The New Testament teaches we are saved by “faith,” Rom. 5:1; but, this does not mean “faith only!”  
This word “faith” includes “confession” “repentance” and “baptism.”  The word “faith” is a synecdoche, a 
part is stated for the whole.   
 
The New Testament teaches we are saved by “repentance,” II Cor. 7:10; but, this does not mean 
“repentance only!”  This word “repentance” includes “faith,” “confession” and “baptism.”  The word 
“repentance” is a synecdoche, a part is stated for the whole. 
 
The New Testament teaches we are saved by “confession,” Rom. 10:10; but, this does not mean 
confession only!  This word “confession” includes “faith,” “repentance” and “baptism.”  The word 
“confession” is a synecdoche, a part is stated for the whole.   
 
The New Testament teaches we are saved by “baptism,” I Pet. 3:21; but, this does not mean baptism 
only!  This word “baptism” includes “faith,” “repentance” and “confession.”  The word “baptism” is a 
synecdoche, a part is stated for the whole.   
 
It is interesting to observe the religious world argues “faith only;” but really do not believe “faith only!  
When pressed, concerning “confession,”  they will admit that “confession” is to be there somewhere; now, 
this destroys “faith only!” It is now, faith plus “confession.”  Also, when they are confronted with “repen-
tance,” somewhere they will place “repentance” in their plan; yet, continue to argue “faith only.”  In all of 
this they are admitting salvation is not by “faith only.” 
 
All of this is believed because they do not want baptism being essential to salvation!   The denominational  
preachers will accept almost anything; except, baptism! – baptism unto the “remission of sins.”  They 
will preach and teach baptism to become a member of the Baptist Church; but, not for salvation.  
           Caa …..  
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