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TERMS FOR ONE’S CHARACTER 

 
Often, in the English language, we use terms to stand for one’s character.  Sometimes a person is called 
a “cat;” sometimes a person will be called a “snake;” sometimes we will use the word “dog.”  These and 
other terms are used to describe what kind of character a person has – what kind of life he is exhibiting to 
those near and about him!  The Bible does the same and it is profitable for us to take the time to look at 
what is being said when this happens.  
 
In Matt. 3:7 we find, “7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, 
he said unto them, Ye offspring of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come,” – “off springs 
of vipers.”  W. E Vines says this word is “a generic term for poisonous snakes.”  I understand John 
the Baptizer as saying, “You bunch of snakes!”  Their character was as cunning as that of the “serpent 
beguiling Eve,” II Cor. 11:3.  This term is used again in Matt. 12:34, “34 Ye off spring of vipers, how can 
ye, being evil, speak good things? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.”  Consider 
another time this term is used, by the Lord: “33 Ye serpents, ye off spring of vipers, how shall you ye 
escape the judgment of hell?” Matt. 23:33.  Now, when you consider what the Lord has said, you most 
assuredly would not think he was complimenting them.   
 
The word ”Dog,” is used in two senses in the New Testament, one in a natural sense, referring to a 
natural dog and secondly it is used in a metaphorical sense.  In the latter use we find it in Phil. 3:2, “2 
Be-ware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of the concision,”  The “evil workers,” the 
“concision,” are listed with the “dogs,” and thus gives you and indication of what is being talked about 
when the word “dogs,” is used.  Look also at Rev. 22:15: “15 Without are the dogs, and the sorcers, and 
the fornicators, and the murderers, and the idolaters, and every one that loveth and maketh a lie.”  Also, II 
Pet. 2:22.  The “dogs” are the ones who are not on the side of the Lord.  Under the Law of Moses, the 
dog was an unclean animal and so in the New Testament.  We should not associate with the “dogs of 
this world.  Heaven will be such that those who are there shall not associate with the “dogs,” the “dogs” 
shall be without the gate. 
 
The word “sow” is used one time in the New Testament, II Pet. 2:22, “22 It has happened unto them 
according to the true proverb, The dog turning to his own vomit again and the sow that had washed to 
wallowing in the mire.”  The “sow” which is female hog, pig, is washed and becomes clean, only to return 
to the “mire.”  Soon she is all dirty again, covered with mud and filth from the “hog wallow!”  A person 
who obeyed the gospel and became a child of God, is washed, cleansed and made free from sin; and 
then, turns back to the world (mire) from which they were cleansed is like the “sow” returning to the 
“mire.”  This is a very descriptive term to show the travesty of returning to the world. 
 
The apostle Peter refers to the devil as a “roaring lion,” “8 Be sober, be watchful: your adversary the 
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:  9 whom withstand stedfast in your 
faith, knowing that the same sufferings are accomplished in your brethren who are in the world,” II Pet. 

5:8-9. The text states Satan, “8 ….. walketh about, seeking whom he may devour,”  this shows the intent 
of Satan as a lion – to destroy us as a child of God.  James says the way to cause the Devil to flee from us 
is to: “7 ….. resist the devil, and he will flee from you,” Jas. 4:7.  This is what the Lord did in Matt. 4:1-11. 
 
These terms should not apply to our lives – we need to, “10 ….. be strong in the Lord,” Eph. 6:10. 
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