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THE CHRISTIAN AND LAW 

 

In Rom. 8:1-4, “1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus.  2 For the law 
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made me free from the law of sin and of death.  3 For what the law could 
not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and 
for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:  4 That the ordinance of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”  In this text we find three laws: 1. “Law of Moses;” 2. “Law of sin and 
of death;”  3. “The law of the Spirit of life in Christ.”  The first two laws are directed toward the Law of 
Christ – stating what was accomplished through the Law of Christ.   
 
The Law of sin and death is demonstrated in Rom. 1, 2, 3.  It is shown in chapter one that there is a 
need for salvation to be extended to the Gentiles.  All of the terrible sins that are listed in Rom. 1 show the 
Gentiles need the Gospel of Christ, Rom. 1:16.  Concerning their state with God, it is said: “that they that 
practice such things are worthy of death,” Rom. 1:32.  In Rom. 2, Paul shows the Jews practice the same 
thing and are in the same condition.  “And reckonest thou this, O man, who judgest them that practice such 
things and doest the same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God?” Rom. 2:3.  A conclusion is drawn 
in Rom. 3:23, “for all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God.”  It is now understood that all need the 
Gospel,” Rom. 1:16.  
 
From the beginning of man there has been sin and where there is no law there has been no sin.  We draw 
the conclusion that law has been provided from “Adam to Moses,” Rom. 5:14.  Yet, we know there has 
been “the Law of Moses,” from Moses to Christ, Col. 2:14. Paul argues in Heb. 10:4, “For it is impossible 
that the blood of bulls and goats should take away sins.”  In this then, the Law of Moses could not help 
those under the Law of sin and death!  No help came from the Law of Moses because there is a 
“remembrance made of sins year by year,” Heb. 10:3.  We now come to the point of needing a law that can 
provide what the Law of Moses could not provide – remission of sins. 
 
Jesus says, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life: no one cometh unto the Father, but by me,” Jno. 
14:6.  Jesus is said to have a testament, “15 And for this cause he is the mediator of a new covenant, that 
a death having taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first covenant, they 
that have been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance, 16 For where a testament is, 
there must of necessity be the death of him that made it.  17 For a testament is of force where there hath 
been death: for it doth never avail while he that made it liveth.” Heb. 9:15-17.  When Jesus died he died for 
his testament – law – and his law came into existence.  Associated with this death was the shedding of 
blood, “8 But God commendeth his own love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us.  9 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, shall we be saved from the wrath of God through 
him,” Rom. 5:8-9.  We have established the fact of Jesus shedding his blood and it is by the blood of 
Christ that we are saved and not by the blood of animals: bulls & goats, etc. 
 
This is the reason for the statement in Romans 8, “3 for what the law could not do, in that it was weak 
through the flesh, God, sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, condemned sin in 
the flesh,” Rom. 8:3.  “What the Law of Moses could not do” – produce the remission of sins – “THE 
LAW OF THE SPIRIT OF LIFE IN CHRIST JESUS could do and did do.  This Law could produce freedom 
from the “Law of sin and of death,” and produce the “remission of sins.” “THE LAW OF THE SPIRIT OF 
LIFE IN CHRIST JESUS,” is referred to as “The Law of faith,” Rom. 3:27; this law is referred to as “the 
perfect law, the law of liberty,” Jas. 1:25, 2:12; this law is referred to as “the royal law,” Jas. 2:8; this law is 
referred to as “the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus,” Rom. 8:2. What the Law of Moses could not do, 
this law did – make us “free from the law of sin and death,” Rom. 8:1-4.                                       Caa ….. 
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