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THE NEED OF OBEYING THE GOSPEL 

(Rom. 3:23) 

 

“23 For all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God,” Rom. 3:23.  I am a believer in the fact of 

everyone needing the Gospel.  Another writer in the New Testament put it this way, “2 And he is the 

propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for the whole world,” I Jno 2:2.  There is a need of 

everyone when they come to God and that need is to have the remission of their sins.  

 

Paul referred to himself as the chief among sinners.  He stated: “12 I thank him that enabled me, even 

Christ Jesus our Lord, for that he counted me faithful, appointing me to his service;  13 though I was 

before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: howbeit I obtained mercy, because I did it 

ignorantly in unbelief;  14 and the grace of our Lord abounded exceedingly with faith and love which is in 

Christ Jesus,” I Tim. 1:12-14. Paul was chief among sinners – he needed to obey the Gospel, Rom. 

1:16.  I am sure many have been the hours Paul looked back and thought about what he had done before 

he became a Christian and manifest much regret for those acts and deeds, contrary to the Lord Jesus 

Christ.   In spite of all the regrets, he stated: “13 Brethren, I count not myself yet to have laid hold: but one 

thing I do, forgetting the things which are behind, and stretching forward to the things which are before,” 

Phil. 3:13.  Paul was willing to leave the past in the past and press on to the future. 

 

I look at my life, and I know you have also, and remember all the things I needed to have the remission of 

my sins for, and think how wonderful it is to have a God and a Lord who will forgive all the sinful acts and 

deeds I did before I became a Christian.  God forgives and forgets – the things he forgives are 

remembered no more and will never be brought to mind again.  Thank the Lord for this act of 

righteousness.  This is grace without measure!   

 

It is such a blessing for me to know I have been forgiven.  Your sin and my sin may not have been the 

same; but, we each had sin and needed to be forgiven.  “7 And to you that are afflicted rest with us, at the 

revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven with the angels of his power in flaming fire,  8 rendering 

vengeance to them that know not God, and to them that obey not the gospel of our lord Jesus,” II Thess. 

1:7-8. 

 

Now, when in the middle of the night I am thinking of all of the things I used to be involved in, before I 

became a Christian, I can think: “I have been forgive of those things and I do not need to worry about 

them anymore,” – then I lay my head a little deeper in the pillow and go to sleep, no need to worry.   

 

All of this is because of what Jesus did for me.  I do not have to worry, I do not have to fret, I do not have 

to stay awake.    My sins have all been forgiven.                                                                                 Caa ….. 
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