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“THE WORLD BELONGS TO US!” 

(I Cor. 3:21-22) 

 

“21 ….. For all things are yours;  22 whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or 

things present, or things to come; all are yours,” I Cor. 3:21-22.  In this passage, among other things, it is 

stated “the world belongs to us.”  I am thinking how the world belongs to us.  There are three senses in 

which the word “world” is used and I want to suggest that in each of these three uses, the “world” 

belongs to us.   

 

The first use that I shall consider is how the word “world,” is used with reference to God’s creation, the 

earth, the sun, moon, stars and the heavens.  I shall cite one passage, among others, that will state this 

truth:  “7 for we brought nothing into the world, for neither can we carry anything out,” I Tim. 6:7.  I 

recognize God as the creator, Gen. 1:1.  This word God is plural and from the New Testament we learn 

Jesus was the one of the Godhead who created all things, Col. 1:16, “For in him were all things created.”  

It is stated in Jno. 1:3, “All things were made through him.”  From Heb. 1:2 we learn it was through Christ 

that “the worlds were made.”  The book of Psalms informs us, “1 The heavens declare the glory of God; 

and the firmament showeth his handiwork.  2 Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night showeth 

his knowledge. 3 There is no speech nor language: Their voice is not heard,” Psa. 19:1-3. One can look 

above and look around and consider the creative act of God and it is a testimony of his power and might.  

This world belongs to the Christian and is a testimony of his existence. 

 

The second use of the word “world” is that of sin and degradation.    I Jno. 2:15-17 is an example of this 

word “world.”  “15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.  If any man love the world, 

the love of the Father is not in him.  16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the 

eyes and the vainglory of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.  17 And the world passeth away, 

and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth forever.”    This “world” belongs to us, it is 

a challenge for us to overcome sin, that we may go to heaven.  Paul expresses it this way, “2 Be not 

fashioned according to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove 

what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God,” Rom. 12:2.  This “world” belongs to each of us 

and is a challenge for us to overcome it.  In this sense the world belongs to me.   

 

A third use of the word “world,” is found in Matt. 5:14, “14 Ye are the light of the world.”  This word is 

used here to have reference to the people of this world.  They are ours from the standpoint of making an 

effort to convert the world, convert people.  This is what the Lord was telling certain disciples when he 

said, “17 And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and I will make you to become fishers of men,” 

Mk. 1:17.  This use of the word “world” belongs to us and is a challenge for us to convert as many 

people as possible.  This is our job while we grace the face of the earth.                    Caa ….. 
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