
 

“THERE IS A SIN UNTO DEATH!” 

(I Jno. 5:16-17) 
 
 

“16 If any man see his brother sinning a sin not unto death, he shall ask, and God will give him 
life for them that sin not unto death.  There is a sin unto death: not concerning this do I say that 
he shall make request.  17 All unrighteousness is sin: and there is a sin not unto death,”  I Jno. 
5:16-17.  When one considers this passage, it causes him to think.  There is a sin unto death 
and there is not a sin unto death.  It is vital that we take a look at which sins can be forgiven, 
and which sins cannot be forgiven. 
 
SINS THAT WERE FORGIVEN:  On the day of Pentecost the Jews were charged with being 
guilty of “murder,” Acts 2:23, “Ye by the hand of lawless men did crucify and slay.”  I under-
stand, in this passage, the “Ye” to be the Jews and the “lawless men” to be the Romans.  When 
asked what they need to do for the remission of sin, they were told to “repent and be baptized 
unto the remission of sins,” Acts 2:38.  When they did this, they had the remission of the sin of 
murder.  I also understand this to be one of the reasons for the 3,000 requesting, “what shall 
we do?”  In I Cor. 5 there is a man who has his father’s wife and was rebuked by the apostle 
Paul, I Cor. 5:1.  They withdrew from this man according to II Cor. 2:5-7.  So, he was a member 
of the church who became a fornicator and was forgiven, when he confessed and prayed to 
God, Jas. 5:16.  Paul states that when he came to obey the Gospel, “I was before a 
blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious,” I Tim. 1:13.  But Paul said, “I obtained mercy,” 
I Tim. 1:13.  We shall allow all of these named sins to stand for all sin. Now, please tell me what 
sin you cannot get forgiveness for?  All of the sins listed in the New Testament that can be 
committed, one can receive the remission of that sin in obedience to God’s will, Acts 2:38. 
When one obeys the gospel through faith, repentance, confession, and baptism, “he receives 
the remission of his sins,” Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16.  The individual who sins after becoming a 
Christian needs to confess and pray, I Jno. 1:9; Jas. 5:16.  
 
SINS THAT ARE NOT FORGIVEN:  May I introduce from the same writer and the same book 
the following passage, text? “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us.  9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness,” I Jno. 1:8-9.  These two passages are teaching the 
Christian, if he will confess his sins and pray, his sins will be forgiven.  There is no restriction 
made concerning which sins – all sins that can be committed by the child of God are included!  
Now to the point!  What if a child of God refuses to confess his sins and refuses to pray for 
his forgiveness?  Should this brother die in this condition, “There is a sin unto death: not 
concerning this do I say that he should make request,” I Jno. 5:17.  An “unconfessed sin” will 
not be forgiven.                                                                                                                      Caa ….. 
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