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“TRUTH – ERROR” 

 

When one establishes such a thing as TRUTH, Jno. 8:32; he must recognize there is such a thing as 
ERROR! II Jno. 9-11.  Also, it may be turned around and stated when we establish something as being 
false, immediately we know there is such a thing as TRUTH.  These are opposites, to state one is to 
acknowledge the opposite.  
 
Paul states there is such a thing as “THE GOSPEL,” in the same text he acknowledges such a thing as a 
“PERVERTED GOSPEL!” Gal.1:6-7.  “6 I marvel that ye are so quickly removing from him that called you 
in the grace of Christ unto a different gospel:  7 which is not another gospel: only there are some that trouble 
you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ.”  So you see, when one is stated, the opposite will be stated 
or implied.   
 
In II Cor. 6:14-16 there are five (5) opposites stated:  (1) “Righteousness & Iniquity,”  (2) “Light & Darkness,”  
(3) “Christ & Belial,”  (4) “Believer & Unbeliever,”  (5) “Temple of God & Idols.”  All of these listed are for the 
purpose of showing what is right and what is wrong.  
 
Someone told me, many years ago, “When you deal with error you should deal with the doctrine and not 
the man!”  A little later in my life and my studies, I learned, from the Bible, that when men stood for truth 
they should be respected.  These men were named and designated.  I can think of a Paul, Peter, Apollos. 
Timothy, Titus, Phillip, Barnabas and Jesus – to name a few.  There was no disgrace to let folks know who 
stood for truth and to designate them as being “preachers of Truth.”  Equally there is stated, in the New 
Testament, men who did not preach the truth and were referred to as “false teachers, (Prophets).  In the 
Word, these were named, so everyone could know who they were and what they taught or practiced:  
Hymenaeus and Alexander, these men were blasphemers, I Tim. 1:20; Hymenaeus and Philetus, these 
men taught the resurrection is past already, II Tim. 2:17-18.  Alexander the coppersmith, did Paul much 
evil, II Tim. 4:13.  Demas forsook the truth having “loved this present world,” II Tim. 4:10.  Others could be 
named; but, you get the point.  There were those who stood for truth and were named; and there were 
those who opposed the truth and they were named.  Please observe the Lord referred to the Pharisees 
and Sadducees and hesitated not to call them by name.  
 
But then someone comes along and says, “You need to attack the doctrine and not the man!”  For the most 
part I agree with this statement; but how can one separate a false teacher from false doctrine?  Have you 
ever notice falsehood being advocated separate and apart from a person?  I do not think so.  You see there 
will always be false teachers associated with false doctrine – there is nothing wrong with letting those who 
stand for truth know who it is that does not stand for truth. 
 
In our dealings with error it is not our mission to attack the man; but rather, to deal with the doctrine that 
is false.  This being said, you still will not be able to separate the false doctrine from the man – it is men 
who advocate and teach false doctrine.  My mission is to recognize there is false doctrine being taught and 
there will always be a person (being) involved.  Paul said, “I am set for the defence of the gospel,” Phil. 
1:16 or 17.                                                                                                                                              Caa ….. 
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