
 
1-22-2015     4 

 

“THE GOSPEL” 
(Rom. 1:16) 

 
“16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel: for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; 
to the Jew first, and also to the Greek,” Rom. 1:16.  The “Gospel” is God’s power to salvation.  There are 
those who believe otherwise.  Paul said, “The Gospel is God’s power to salvation.”  The word from 
which is translated “power,” is the word from which we get the English word “dynamite.”  Thus, it is God’s 
power, God’s might and God’s means of saving the souls of men. 
 
The words “Gospel,” and “Word” are used interchangeably in I Cor; 15:1-2.  In the first verse it is the 
Gospel that is preached and in the second verse it is the Word that is preached; so, the “Gospel” and  
the “Word” are the same.  In Jno. 17:17, the “Word” is said to be “Truth.”  In Lk. 8:11 the “Word” is 
called the “Seed.”  In II Tim. 4:2 Timothy is told to preach the “Word,” and in verse 3 there are those who 
will not endure “sound Doctrine;” but rather, will have itching ears and go after their own lusts.  All of these 
terms, Gospel, Word, Truth, Seed, Doctrine, are all referring to the same thing – the “Gospel of Christ.” 
 
Paul warns in Gal. 1:7, there are those who “would pervert the gospel of Christ.”  I would understand him 
to be saying, The Gospel of Christ cannot be changed; for, if we do change the gospel, we will become 
“anathema.”   
 
May I produce an illustration?  There are those who say all one needs to do is to say the “Sinner’s Prayer!”  
 
   “Father, I know that I have broken your laws and my sins have separated me from you. I am truly sorry, and 
now I want to turn away from my past sinful life toward you. Please forgive me, and help me avoid sinning 
again. I believe that your son, Jesus Christ died for my sins, was resurrected from the dead, is alive, and hears 
my prayer. I invite Jesus to become the Lord of my life, to rule and reign in my heart from this day forward. 
Please send your Holy Spirit to help me obey You, and to do Your will for the rest of my life. In Jesus' name I 
pray, Amen.”  
 
 This prayer is not found in the Bible!  In the Word of God it cannot be found and is not the way for 
individuals to seek salvation!  Paul said, “The gospel is the power of God unto everyone,” Rom. 1:16.  Some 
men are trying to change God’s way of saving people! 
 
Jesus, condemned the Pharisees for teaching the doctrines of men: “8 This people honoreth me with their 
lips; But their heart is far from me.  9 But in vain do they worship me, teaching as their doctrines the precepts 
of men.” Matt. 15:9.  If we want to know what God demands, read his book!  Paul declared in Gal. 1:11-12 
“11 For I make known to you, brethren, as touching the gospel which was preached by me, that it is not 
after man.  12 For neither did I receive it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came to me through revelation 
of Jesus Christ.” 
 
We are told, “17 Wherefore be ye not foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is,” Eph. 5:17.  In 
another passage, I Pet. 2:2, we are told: “As newborn babes, long for the spiritual milk which is without 
guile that ye may grow thereby unto salvation.”  There have been too many people listening to the word 
of men and not reading the Word of God!  Take the time to open the book and read for yourself.  You 
will find it an amazing experience!                                                                                          Caa ….. 
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