
34     8-23-2018 
 
 

THE LORD SAVES – JOINING A DENOMINATION? 
(Acts 2:47) 

 
 

The Gospel is designed to save people, “16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel: for it is the power of God 
unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek,” Rom. 1:16.  The gospel 
which God has designed to save man, can be perverted:  “6 I marvel that you are so quickly removing from 
him that called you in the grace of Christ unto a different gospel: 7 which is not another gospel: only there 
are some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ,” Gal. 1:6-8.  The question I would like to 
present is: “Can one obey a perverted gospel and yet be saved?”  One should keep in mind what I am 
asking:  “Can a person become a member of what is wrong and be right?”  
 
First I want to think of the “Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter-day Saints.”  This is a religious 
movement brought into existence by a man, Joseph Smith, and was not brought into existence by our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ, (It is not the church of Acts 2:47).  Those who are members of the “Mormon 
Church” do not claim to be a member of the “Church of Christ,” the church the Lord built, Rom. 16:16; Matt. 
16:18.   It just so happens they believe in faith, repentance, confession, and baptism (unto the remission of 
sins); but when one does this, as a result of their teaching, he becomes a member of the “Mormon Church” 
and not the “Church of Christ,” (Rom. 16:16).  Ask any Mormon and he/she will tell you they are a member 
of the “Mormon Church” and not the “Church of Christ.”  In Acts 8:12, “12 But when they believed Philip 
preaching good tidings concerning the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, 
both men and women.”  They were taught more than baptism for the remission of sins.  The intent of these 
folks were to become a member of the “Mormon Church” and that they did!  Can a person become a 
member of what is wrong and be right?” 
 
The United Pentecostal Church, had their beginning in 1914.  They claim to receive a revelation from 
God and the United Pentecostal Church had its beginning.  This was about 1914 years too late.  The church 
of our Lord was built on the day of Pentecost, in about 33 A.D. – Acts 2:38-47.  This group of people; also, 
claim faith, repentance, confession and baptism for the remission of sins; but, it is for the purpose of 
becoming a member of the “United Pentecostal Church” and not the “Church of Christ” that the Lord built.  
There are many doctrines set forth in “The United Pentecostal Church” that are not teachings associated 
with the Bible.  When one then, obeys the doctrine of “The United Pentecostal Church,” that is what he 
becomes a member of; because, that is what he was taught.  “Can a person become a member of what 
is wrong and be right?” 
 
We are often asked: “What about those who have become members of the “Christian Church?”  I do not 
believe one can become a member of “The Christian Church” and at the same time have become a member 
of the Church of Christ?  The “Christian Church,” here in Crockett, Texas, has a Baptist preacher for their 
“regular” preacher.  Will one accept “instruments of music” in the worship service of the Lord? will this same 
person accept the “United Christian Missionary Society” as a part of their movement?  This people have 
accepted the fact of their being a denominational people – they announced it themselves.  Now, if one 
obeys their plan of salvation, do they become a member of the Lord’s church; or, a member of the church 
which taught them?  You and I know they did what they did to become a member of “The Christian Church” 
and not the “Church of Christ?”  “Can a person become a member of what is wrong and be right?” 
 
As Philip taught the people of Samaria - they were taught the truth about the Lord’s church and when they 
obeyed the gospel that is what they became a member of – “the Lord’s Church!”  That is “obeying the 
Gospel,” II Thess. 1:8.         Caa ….. 
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