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“THE LORD’S CHURCH” 
(Matt. 16:18) 

 
Jesus said: “18 And I also say unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and 
the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it,” Matt. 16:18.  During the personal ministry of Jesus he 
declared he would build “MY CHURCH,” Matt. 16:18.  I understand, from this passage, Jesus was to “build” 
the church and that it would be “his” church!  This church that he would build would be “his” and it would 
belong to no one other than himself.   Could you possibly think of Jesus “building” his church and declaring 
“it is mine” and it not belonging to him?  He did build his church and it belongs to him.   
 
Jesus did build his church!  Those who obeyed the gospel in Acts 2 were added to the church, Acts 2:47, 
KJV.  These 3,000 who obeyed the gospel became members of the Lord’s Church.  After this, the church 
is spoken of as being in existence.  I Cor. 12:13 says, “13 For in one Spirit were we all baptized into one 
body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether bond or free; and were all made to drink of one Spirit.”  Eph. 1:22-
23 says:”22 And he put all things in subjection under his feet, and gave him to be head over all things to 
the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all.”  This passage states the body and 
the church are the same!  When, then, one is baptized into the body, I Cor. 12:13, he is baptized into the 
church – this is a necessary conclusion and cannot be avoided.  When people began to be baptized they 
were added to the Church, Acts 2:47; or, baptized into the body, which is the church, I Cor. 12:13. 
 
If Jesus “built” his church, and he did, can you think of it being called by anything, other than by his name?  
In I Cor. 1:2, the church is called, “The church of God.”  Jesus is God, Jno. 1:1, “The Word was God.”  
So, it is “The Church of Christ!”  The church is referred to as “the church of the living God,” I Tim. 3:15; 
but, Jesus is living God, so, it is called “The church of the living Christ!”  Space will not permit me to extend 
this argument further, but one will recognize where I am headed.  What the church is called is what Christ 
is called and thus one concludes in every case it is referred as the Church of Christ!  In fact that is what it 
is called in Rom. 16:16 and it states, “All the churches of Christ salute you.”  “All” the congregations of the 
Lord’s church were called “Churches of Christ.”  How can one not conclude that all of the congregations of 
the Lord’s people belonged to Christ and thus were a “Church of Christ,” the reason is, Jesus built his 
church and it belongs to him.    
 
Paul states: “28 Take heed unto yourselves, and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit made you bishops, 
to feed the church of the Lord which he purchased with his own blood,” Acts 20:28.  Jesus shed his blood, 
died, that the church might be built.  The church is people - saved people.  That is why it is stated in Acts 
2:47, “And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.” KJV.  It is people who were saved; 
and thus, the saved is the church.  The saved were the ones who had received the remission of their sins, 
Acts 2:38.  The church, then, is referred to as the saved and Jesus was the one who saved people by the 
shedding of his blood – dying upon the cross.  Jesus built his church, Matt. 16:18 and the church is owned 
and possessed of by the Lord.   
 
Jesus built but one church.  “4 There is one body,” Eph. 4:4.  Please consider Eph. 1;22-23 where the body 
is stated as being the church – so, the body and the church are the same.  If there then is one body, then 
there is but one church!  Jesus said, “I will build my church,”  he did just that, he built only one church, Eph. 
4:4.  It belongs to him!                                                                                                  Caa ….. 
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