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“THINGS WHICH EYE SAW NOT” 

(I Cor. 2:9) 
 
 

This passage of scripture has often been used to show man has not seen heaven; thus, “9 But as it is 
written, Things which eye saw not, ear heard not, And which entered not into the heart of man, Whatsoever 
things God prepared for them that love him,” I Cor. 2:9.  I have heard this in Bible Classes and in general 
conversations and also in sermons preached by some of my brethren.  Generally the passage is referenced 
to “HEAVEN!” – Eye has not seen and ear has not heard “Whatsoever things God prepared for them that 
love him.”  According to them, this has to have reference to heaven.  The context of I Cor. 1, 2, 3, seem to 
show differently.   
 
“18 The word of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us who are saved it is the power of 
God,” I Cor. 1:18.  “21 For seeing that in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom knew not God, it 
was God’s good pleasure through the foolishness of the preaching to save them that believe,” I Cor. 1:21.  
In I Cor. 2:1 we find, “1 And I, brethren, when I came unto you, came not with excellency of speech or of 
wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God.”  This message, mystery, was, “hidden, which God 
foreordained before the worlds was unto our glory,” I Cor. 2:7.  This all has to do with a message that was 
“revealed,” I Cor. 2:10.  Paul then tells us: “13 Which things also we speak, not in words which man’s 
wisdom teacheth, but which the Spirit teacheth; combining spiritual with spiritual words,” I Cor. 2:13.  When 
then we come to I Cor. 4:6, “6 Now these things, brethren, I have in a figure transferred to myself and 
Apollos for your sakes: that in us ye might learn not to go beyond the things which are written,” This all, 
chapters 1, 2, 3, 4, has reference to the “preached word,” and through this means the word was revealed 
to mankind.   
 
“9 But as it is written, Things which eye saw not, ear heard not, And which entered not into the heart of 
man, Whatsoever things God prepared for them that love him,” I Cor. 2:9.  This does not have reference to 
heaven; but rather, to the preached word and what was delivered through preaching, the Word of God.  
When then, I quote this passage I do not believe it has reference to Heaven; but rather, the Word of God. 
 
When we are dealing with a text or a book of the bible, we are reminded to look at the text; then, consider 
the context.  In this passage, I Cor. 2:9 heaven is not being discussed, life after death is not being 
considered.  What is being talked about in the text and the context is the preaching of the Gospel, the 
delivering of the Word of God, through the preaching of the word.   
 
When then, I think of I Cor. 2:9, the thought of preaching the Gospel comes to my mind.  The Word of 
God is delivered and up until that time, “9 But as it is written, Things which eye saw not, ear heard not, And 
which entered not into the heart of man, Whatsoever things God prepared for them that love him,” I Cor. 
2:9. 
 
It would be wise for a person to take heed to the latter part of v. 9, “Whatsoever things God prepared for 
them that love him.”  We find in Jno. 14:23, “23 If a man love me he will keep my word: and my Father will 
love him, and we will come unto him.”  There is a need for “keeping” the Word of God.”  The promises 
of the Gospel are for those who “keep” the word preached!         Caa ….. 
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