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“THOU SHALT NOT COVET” 
(Rom. 7:7) 

 
“7 What shall we say then?  Is the law sin?  God forbid.  Howbeit, I had not known sin, except through the 
law: for I had not known coveting, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet,”  Rom. 7:7.  This passage 
is quoted from Ex. 20:17, Deut. 5:21.  Each of these passages are taken from the Ten Commandments.  
Covetousness is connected with Idolatry in Col. 3:5: “Put to death therefore your members which are 
upon the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry,”  Did 
you notice the last part of that verse? “Covetousness, which is idolatry.”  This is worthy of additional 
consideration.  
 
Idolatry is that which takes the place of God in our lives.  If one considers the apostasy of the Children of 
Israel, in the Old Testament, as taking the gods of the land and allowing idolatry to take the place of God.  
Now you can see how terrible it is to be involved in idolatry and why the apostle Paul said, “Wherefore, my 
beloved, flee from idolatry,” I Cor. 10:14.  In I Pet. 4:3 we observe the word “abominable” being used to 
describe Idolatry: abominable idolatries.”  When one becomes involved in “covetousness” he has 
become and idolater and covetousness is taking the place of God.   
 
There are many examples in the Old Testament that could be called upon to exemplify covetousness and 
how terrible it is:  (1 Achan, Josh. 7:21, :When I saw among the spoil a goodly Babylonish mantle, and two 
hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold fifty shekels weight, then I coveted them, and took them; 
and, behold they were hid in the earth in the midst of my tent. And the silver under it.”  Achan, looked, 
coveted, and he took.  Because of this sin he was punished with death.  (2 Naboth’s vineyard, I Ki. 21.  
Ahab, king of Israel coveted Naboth’s vineyard.  Ahab looked, he coveted, and he took.  He like Achan 
was punished for his evil deeds.  (3 Judas can be used as an example – he sold the Lord for thirty pieces 
of silver, Matt. 26:14.  (4 Ananias & Sapphira, Acts 5 can also be used as an example.   
 
In contrast to Achan, Ahab, Judas, and Ananias & Sapphira there is a statement made in the New 
Testament that has to do with the proper attitude – Acts 20:33-35.  Paul said: “33 I coveted no man’s silver, 
or gold, or apparel.  34 Ye yourselves know that these hands ministered unto my necessities, and to them 
that were with me.  35 In all things I gave you an example, that so  laboring ye ought to help the weak, and 
to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that he himself said, It is more blessed to give then to receive,”  
Paul’s desire in preaching the gospel is summed up in II Cor. 12:14, “For I seek not yours, but you…..” 
 
Jesus said, “Ye cannot serve God and mammon,” Matt. 6:24.  Just before this statement is made we find 
this message from the Lord: “No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the 
other; or else he will hold to one, and despise the other.”  A covetous man has become an idolater and 
needs to realize one cannot put anything in the place of God. 
 
Now, we are back at Col. 3:5, “Put to death therefore your members which are upon the earth: fornication, 
uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.”        Caa ….. 
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