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VAIN WORSHIP 

 
Jesus describes “True Worship” in Jno. 4:23, “23 But the hour cometh, an now is, when the true 
worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth.”  This worship is described as having God as its 
object, it is to be done in the spirit, “proper attitude” and shall be according to truth, ”law of Christ!”  
This is true worship.  Accordingly there is another kind of worship described by the Lord: “7 Ye 
hypocrites, well did Isaiah prophesy of you, saying,  8 This people honoreth me with their lips; But their 
heart is far from me.  9 But in vain do they worship me, Teaching as their doctrines the precepts of men,” 
Matt. 15:7-9.  Here Jesus states there is a “vain worship.”  The vain worship” is that which is produced 
by “the doctrines and precepts of men.”  Jesus does say there is a worship that is “vain.”  Please 
consider some worship that is considered by God to be “vain.” 
 
IDOLATRY:  When Moses was in the mount, receiving the law, Aaron and the people molded and 
shaped a “golden calf,” which God did not approve.  Had Moses not interceded for the people, many 
would have died by God’s displeasure, Ex. 32.  Consider the “prophets of Baal” when there was a 
contest between the god Baal and the God of Elijah, I Ki. 18.  450 prophets of Baal died as a result of 
Idolatry!  In Rom. 1:18-25, the Gentiles are pictured as a people “Who exchanged the truth of God for a 
lie, and worshipped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever,” Rom. 1:25.  
Paul told the Corinthians to “flee from idolatry,” I Cor. 10:14.  God does not approve of men 
worshipping idols – this is vain worship! 
 
ANGELS :  “18 Let no man rob you of your prize by a voluntary humility and worshipping of the angels,” 
Col. 2:18.  There was such a thing as “worshipping of angels,” Whatever it was, Paul here condemns 
such; also, the angels say, “don’t do that,” Rev. 22:9.  So, here is another form of worship that God will 
not accept – God does not approve of men worshipping angels, this is vain worship! 
 
MEN:  Paul and Barnabas became fearful of those trying to worship them and they told them not to do 
such: “We are men of like passions,” Acts 14:14-15.  In Acts 10:25-26, Cornelius and his household, 
and near friends, were told to not worship Peter.  Then there is the example of one being stricken with 
worms (Herod) and he died; because, he accepted worship as a god, Acts 12:21-23.  God does not 
approve of men worshipping men, this is vain worship! 
 
DOCTRINES AND PRECEPTS OF MEN:  “7 Ye hypocrites, well did Isaiah prophesy of you, saying,  8 
This people honoreth me with their lips; But their heart is far from me.  9 But in vain do they worship me, 
Teaching as their doctrines the precepts of men,” Matt. 15:7-9.  The “doctrines and precepts of men,” are 
what men teach and not what God teaches.  There are different doctrines in the world; which, came from 
men and not from God.  One can read of Baptist doctrine, Catholic doctrine, Lutheran doctrine, Methodist 
doctrine, Mormon doctrine, Jehovah Witness doctrine, and please look at some 360 different religious 
organizations in the world; which, are teaching the “doctrines and precepts of men.”  Consider II Jno. 
9-11:  “9 Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath not God; he that 
abideth in the teaching, the same hath both the Father and the Son. 10 If any cometh unto you, and 
bringeth not this teaching, receive him not into your house, and give him no greeting:  11 for he that 
giveth him greeting partaketh in his evil works.”   God does not approve the doctrines and precepts of 
men and they who worship according to the doctrines and precepts of men worship God in vain!  
They have not God.   
 
We are to worship God in Spirit and in Truth, Jno. 4:23, this is worship God accepts!   
           Caa ….. 
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