
10.     3-6-14 
 

“WASHING – BAPTISM” 
(Lk. 5:2; Eph. 5:26; Acts 22:16) 

 
“And he saw two boats standing by the lake: but the fishermen had gone out of them, and were washing 
their nets,” Lk. 5:2.  When I was a young lad, I did a lot of fishing with my uncles and my grandpa.  It seemed 
the only thing they ever did was to cut logs, farm, fish and work at a sawmill.  So, I spent a good number of 
years seining the sloughs along the Sabine River.  When we seined the sloughs, afterwards there was a 
need for us to “clean” the net.  There would be sticks and chunks of wood collected, there would be the 
mud from the slough and then there was the residue that was on top of the sloughs which would collect on 
the net and all of this had to be cleaned from the net.  We were careful to wash our nets.   
 
There is a washing that takes place when one is baptized in water: “That he might sanctify it, having 
cleansed it by the washing of water with the word,” Eph. 5:26.  Note, Paul is speaking of Christ and his 
Church and is making the point that each person is “sanctified, cleansed, by the washing of water with 
the word.”  This “washing,” is a change from the washing found in Lk. 5:2.  The “washing” in Lk. 5:2 was 
for the purpose of removing earthly filth from their nets.  Now, we are, “sanctified, cleansed, by the 
washing of water with the word,” and has to do with spiritual filth, sin and defilement!  So, in Eph. 
5:26 we have a “spiritual” cleansing from the defilement of the world. 
 
Would it be out of order for me to observe that in the New Testament the only thing that water has a part 
in, would be New Testament “water baptism!”  The “washing of water with the word,” can only mean: 
“The word instructs us to be baptized in water and are thus cleansed from sin.”  This is the reason Peter 
told the people on the day of Pentecost, “Repent ye, and be baptized ever one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ unto the remission of your sins,” Acts 2:38.  Because of the word spoken, the eunuch requested, 
“Behold, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?” Acts 8:36.  The word instructed him to be 
baptized in water! 
 
Now, we come to Acts 22:16: “And now why tarriest thou?  Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, 
calling on his name.”  In this passage we have the “washing away of sins.”  Please observe the “washing 
away thy sins,” is specifically stated - associated with water baptism.  Here is a “sanctifying, cleansing, 
by the water with the word,” Eph. 5:26.  In this washing, it is for the purpose of cleansing - producing the 
remission of one’s sins. 
 
This is not strange, because the word of the Lord teaches one has “newness of life” as a result of being 
baptized in water: “We were buried therefore with him through baptism into death; that like as Christ was 
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life,” Rom. 6:4.  
Please observe the “newness of life,” is after baptism and not before baptism. 
 
To be “washed” is to be cleansed; but we are “washed in baptism;” so in baptism we are “washed” and 
“cleansed,” and are thereby “sanctified.  From a washing of the nets, Lk. 5:2, and a physical washing; we 
pass to a “spiritual washing,” I Cor. 6:11; Eph. 5:26; Acts 22:16.  In baptism one has his sins washed 
away and they then are remembered against him no more.   
 
We have passed from a physical washing to a spiritual washing.  As they cleaned the nets by washing 
them in water; so, we have our sins washed away in baptism and is thus a spiritual cleansing.  This is 
why it is said in I Pet. 3:20-21, “Eight souls were saved through water: which also after a true likeness doth 
now save you, even baptism.”                          Caa ….. 
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