
32     8-10-2017 

“WHAT I HAVE OBSERVED” 

It is easy to look to the past and see things that were and things that are now and draw some conclusions 

concerning what has happened and what is happening.  I am keenly aware of the fact that I may be a little 

warped; but, trust that I am not.  I would like to share with you some things I have seen from the past and 

what is happening at the present.   

 

When I first began preaching, fulltime, I noted some things that needed to be taught and practiced and 

preached according to the pattern of the New Testament.  Those of us who were preachers of the Gospel 

of Christ knew a distinction needed to be made concerning the Lord’s Church and the denominations of 

the world.  We preached on baptism - burial instead of sprinkling and pouring. We taught on the Lord’s 

Supper – that it was to be on Sunday and how the Lord had instituted its use. We taught concerning the 

Worship of the church, the Organization of the church and principles of Christian living, and all things 

in between.  Do not forget the joys of heaven and the horrors of hell.  This life, as a preacher, seemed 

to be simple and uncomplicated, we just preached the “whole council of God,” Acts 20:27.  It never 

dawned upon us to do anything other than preaching the Gospel. 

During those days you could attend different denominational meetings and be invited to speak.  I have 

been invited to speak in the Baptist meetings, Pentecostal meetings and the Friends Church meetings.  

Sometimes there would develop public discussions, as a result of our preaching in different places, where 

denominational doctrines were taught.  Some of the denominational folks seemed very dedicated about 

what they taught and were willing to defend their practice.  We took advantage of it and spread the 

Gospel as far and as wide as we could.  

Along the way, things seem to have changed.  Now, the Baptist, Pentecostals and others will not 

debate.  They are not interested in defending their position publicly.  But then, my preaching brethren 

seem too have let up.  How many Gospel preachers do you hear of visiting denominational services?  

How many of my brethren do you hear challenging those who are thoughtless in error and are 

propagating none truth?  Brother Foy E. Wallace us to say: “The denominational world has not stopped 

fighting, my brethren have stopped fighting!” 

During those days we baptized people, started new congregations and today it seems we very seldom 

hear of someone being baptized; but rather hear of many congregations closing their doors, for a lack 

of members.  The preaching is just not what it used to be.  Brother Luther Blackmon used to say:  “What I 

hear from those who are supposed to be Gospel preachers is just a lot of calf slobber!”   Brother 

Blackmon was from the country and expressed himself in a way that many, of today, would not under-

stand.  He was simply saying, “They do a lot of talking; but very little substance in the talk.” 

It would seem many who call themselves Gospel preachers have traded expensive buildings, large 

numbers, and full collection baskets for the pure, unadulterated, doctrine of Christ.  For such there will be 

a great surprise on the Day of Judgment.  We should not select and pick the things that will tickle the ears 

of mankind; but rather, “Preach the word,” II Tim. 4:2; “The whole counsel of God,” Acts 20:27.       Caa …..    
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