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WHAT I HAVE SEEN IN SIXTY-SEVEN YEARS   #13 

   
In the fall of 1963, I was approached by the Elders of the “South Side Church of Christ,” in Mt. 
Pleasant, Texas, concerning the possibility of moving there.  After much thought and prayers, I decided to 
move to the northern part of East Texas.  There were four Elders and a good number of Deacons 
associated with the congregation.   
 
I did not know it at the time; but, there were several named preachers who were instrumental in 
recommending that I move to Mt. Pleasant.  These recommendations were preachers who had observed 
my work at Baycliff, La  Port, and Crockett.  There was not a “try-out.”  I was told, later, it had already 
been determined, I was to be their next preacher.  The congregation was composed of about 175 in 
attendance.   Again, I would soon realize there were a lot of wonderful people, composing the Lord’s 
church in that area. 
 
Soon, after moving there, I was taken aside by one of the Elders and he told me something I shall never 
forget.  His approach was something like this:  “Brother Allen, if I tell you something will you not forget it?” 
My mind seemed to be running in every direction at once, and at the same time about 100 miles an hour.  
He reached over and got me by the shoulder and said: “You can no more go back to a place you have 
never been, than you can teach someone something you do not know!”  Well now, that is a good 
thought!  Through the years I have preached on preachers preaching, teachers teaching and members 
teaching their friends and neighbors, this statement comes to mind and I remind folks in my sermons: 
“You can no more go back to a place you have never been, than you can teach someone 
something you do not know!”  This was good advice and I have remembered his words.  I have kept 
my promise, “I have not forgotten.” 
 
One Sunday morning, after services, I was speaking to different ones, leaving the building, and one of the 
Elders wife came up to me and said, “Brother Allen are you mindful of I Cor. 7:5, the word ‘incontinency’ 
may be a word you are mispronouncing.”  The next morning, when I got in my office, I took a look at the 
word the Elder’s wife cautioned about and sure enough, I had been pronouncing it incorrectly.  I 
remember another Christian lady reminding me of a text and asked me to read it from the Bible to her.”  I 
told her I had it memorized and could quote it to her – she insisted I read Acts 2:41,   I began reading 
Acts 2;41 and observed quickly, I had it memorized  incorrectly.  I was taking Mk. 16:16 and observing 
“He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved;” and then, I would transpose that to Acts 2:41.  Acts 
2:41 did not say that; but rather, “41 They then that received his word were baptized.”  I was putting 
BELIEF in the place of RECEIVED.  Again, I learned a valuable lesson on words.  Please consider the 
next paragraph in connection with the thoughts of this paragraph.   
 
From these thoughts I learned to listen to what my brethren were telling me.  Many times they have been 
right and I have been wrong.  I preached that I was interested in knowing the will of the Father and 
anyone who would point to me truth, I would be interested in knowing about it.  I learned to first of all 
listen to what my brethren are saying, if it is truth, then, accept it.  If I find they are wrong, I then would 
take an occasion to let them know why I felt they were wrong.  I expected of them what I did for them, I 
listened to them.  I always tried in a kind and gentle manner explain to them what was the truth.  Many 
have been thoughts and expressions presented by my brethren that I have used for profit.               Caa ….. 
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