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WHAT I HAVE SEEN IN SIXTY-SEVEN YEARS   #17 

We had a prominent preacher come for a meeting, while I lived in Mt. Pleasant.  During one of his 
sermons he moved to his left from the pulpit and pointed a finger at me and said: “I do not believe the 
church has a right to provide facilities to teach people who are not members of the Lord’s church.”  I took 
note of what he said and the cogs were turning, I said to myself, “What did he mean?”  Later in the 
sermon, he again moved to the left of the pulpit, pointed his finger and said: “I do not believe the church 
has a right to provide facilities to teach people who are not members of the Lord’s church.”  After 
services, when everyone had left, I asked him if they provided class rooms for little children at the 
congregation where he preached.  His answer was “Yes.”  I then asked him why he made the statement 
he did, in his lesson, and; yet, he practiced that very thing?  His answer was, “That is what the Elders did, 
I had nothing to do with it.”   This preacher was noted for just throwing things out and thereby causing a 
lot of problems in the Lord’s church. 
 
While in Crockett, Texas I came in contact with a preacher who believed the Lord’s people should use 
“fully fermented grape wine,” as the drink element, in the Lord’s Supper.  Arrangements were made to 
have a discussion in the future.  The time came for the debate to be a reality while I was in Mt. Pleasant.  
For about a year I had been searching trying to find material on the subject, thinking someone, 
somewhere, had composed some material on the “drink element” in the Lords Supper.  I just did not 
find anything on the subject.  One morning, I was on the north side of town and just thought, possibly the 
liberal preacher would know of some material, I went into his office.  I knocked on the office door and 
someone said, “Come in.”  When I walked into the office, it was like walking into a local pool hall – smoke 
was so thick one could cut it with a knife.  I introduced myself, told him what I was looking for and he told 
me he had nothing.  I talked for a few minutes and made an effort to leave and all of a sudden he said: 
“Hold on a minute.”  He pulled out a host of sheets of paper, stapled together and said:  “I had forgotten 
about this.  It was handed to me over a year ago and I just laid it aside.”  This was some of the “richest 
material” I have ever seen, on the subject and it has been used in several debates after that.  The 
discussion was called off – that debate did not happen. 
 
There was a little congregation, outside of Mt. Pleasant, who took their contribution to the large liberal  
church in town; because, (they said) they did not want to fool with keeping up with the bank account; nor, 
sending support, each mouth, to a preacher.  They let the large liberal church pay all their bills for them 
and determine where the money will go, each week they gave the entire contribution to this other church. 
This was a first time exposure for me.  I noted this; but, none of the liberal folks in town, wanted to talk 
about it.  Their policy was, just leave it along and it will go away! 
 
One of the members of the Mt. Pleasant church was a “covetous man.” I learned from him how a man 
who loved money, thought.  He had a little 50 acre ranch outside of town.  When he bought it, he took his 
daughters and wife and cleared the 50 acres.  His thought was, “We have to keep the money in the 
family.”  Later, when there was a calf born, he did not find a calf, he found a 100 dollar bill on the 
ground.  All of his talk was centered around money.  Often, while talking with him, I would be reminded of 
a passage in Matt. 6:24, “24 ….. You cannot serve God and mammon.”  Also, the meaning of Col. 3:5 
became more meaningful: “5 Put to death therefore your members which are upon the earth: fornication, 
uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.”  I learned, to be a covetous man 
was to be an idolater – many people have the love of money and thereby have become idolaters.  
                          Caa ….. 
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