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WHO IS INCLUDED? 

(Matt. 11:28-30) 
 

When I preached at the Timberland Dr. Church of Christ, in Lufkin, Texas – 1966-1972, my mother came 
to visit me and my family in Lufkin.  She stayed almost a week, this was after my father’s death in 1966.  
One day I was talking to her about her soul and she said, “I don’t believe women can be saved.”  I was 
shocked to hear her say this; but, determined to teach her the truth about women being saved. 
 
In Matt. 11:28-29 we find: “28 Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.  29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest 
in your souls.  30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”  The first thought was to present to her 
that “ALL” included women. 
 
Women were included in the ones who had obeyed the Gospel, in Gal. 3:27, “27 For as many of you as 
were baptized into Christ did put on Christ.  27 There can be neither Jew nor Greek, there can be neither 
bond nor free, there can be no male and female; for all are one in Christ Jesus.”  From this passage, just 
as there were those among the “Jews and Greeks,” those who were among the “bond and free,” and 
those who were among “male and female,” all who obeyed the gospel were just thought of as 
Christians!  But you see there were men and women who obeyed the Gospel – women could be 
saved!  When Philip went to Samaria, to preach the Gospel, there were many who obey the teaching of 
Philip, both “men and women,” Acts 8:12.   So, again we see women obeyed the Gospel; and thus, 
women were saved!  We read of a woman, (Lydia), in Acts 16, who obeyed the Gospel and invited Paul 
and Silas to come into her house.  And lastly Paul said in Rom. 1:16, “16 For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to 
the Greek.”  I believe “women” are included in the “EVERY ONE.”  When Paul said in Rom. 3:23, “23 For 
all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God,” he was including women. The Gospel is designed for 
men and women! 
 
Women had an important role in the history of man.  “The seed of the woman would bruise the head of 
the serpent,” Gen. 3:15; Sarah was a prominent woman of the Old Testament, Heb. 11:11-12; Rahab is 
mentioned as being a person of faith, Heb. 11:31;   Hannah, the mother of Samuel, was a godly woman, 
receive respect from God and bore a son – Samuel, I Sam. 1:17-18;  Should I remind you of Elisabeth, 
the mother of John the baptizer, Lk. 1:5-7;  Mary, the mother of Jesus cannot be ignored, Lk. 1:26-38;  
The mother and grandmother of Timothy, Eunice & Lois, II Tim. 1:5;  A sister by the name of Phoebe, is 
mentioned in Rom. 16: and I cannot  but help mentioning Priscilla, Acts 18:1-2.  I could continue this list 
with women who were prominent in the New and Old Testament; but, time and space will not allow it.   
 
Women were a part of what God had planned for the human race and you can be assured women were 
included. Now, back to my mother’s statement: “I don’t believe a woman can be saved!” 
 
Some of these facts I pointed out to my mother.  During the week, she told me she wanted to be baptized.  
I took her across the street, at the church building, and baptized her.  She continued as faithful as 
possible, to my knowledge, until the day of her death.  Her daughter-in-law took her to services with her 
each Lord’s Day   
 
I cannot ever remember attending services with her; before I baptized her; but, afterwards she would 
come as often as possible where I was preaching – either debating, meetings, or whatever the cir-
cumstances might have been.  One of the highlights of my life was, “I baptized my mother.”     Caa ….. 
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