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“WASHED, SANCTIFIED, JUSTIFIED” 
 

Before the Corinthians obeyed the Gospel, they were said to be: “9 …. The unrighteous shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor 
abuses of themselves with men,  10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, 
shall inherit the kingdom of God.  11 And such were some of you,” I Cor. 6:9-10.  These were vile, sinful, 
ungodly people before they obeyed the Gospel.  In Rom. 1:18-32, you can read of all the sins the Gentiles 
engaged in and how they were separated from God and it is stated that the Jews were in the same condition 
when they did what the Gentiles did, Rom. 2:1, “Wherefore thou art without excuse, O man, whosoever 
thou art that judgest: for wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest 
practice the same things.”   
 
There were three thousand on the day of Pentecost who needed to obey the Gospel, they did, Acts 2:41.  
The Samaritans obeyed the Gospel because they were sinners, Acts 8. The Ethiopian Eunuch saw the 
need of obeying the Gospel, Acts 8:37-39.  Saul who himself said he was a blasphemer and a persecutor 
and an injurious person, was told what to do to be saved, Acts 22:16.  There are other examples of 
conversions in the book of Acts and scattered among the epistles of Paul, many other statements are made 
concerning different people having obeyed the Gospel; because, they needed the “remission of sins.” 
 
Every person who became a Christian became so because they needed the remission of sins.  As Paul 
stated concerning the Corinthians, ye were “washed, ye were sanctified, but ye were justified in the name 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our God,” I Cor. 6:11.  These individuals saw the need for the 
remission of their sins and did what needed to be done, to be cleansed! 
 
I Cor. 6:11, “But ye were washed, ye were sanctified, but ye were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus,” 
To be “washed,” is to be baptized in water – that is where remission of sins is accomplished, Acts 22:16.  
The only washing one can read about in the New Testament is in baptism, in water, Acts 22:16; I Pet. 3:21.  
It is stated that this act causes one to be in Christ, Rom.  6:3: “baptized into Christ.”   
 
I Cor. 6:11, “ye were sanctified.”  To be “sanctified” is to be set apart for the service of God.  Jesus 
explains, “They are not of the world,” Jno. 17:16.  We are to be a shining light to the world and the salt of 
the earth, an epistle written and read of all men, Matt. 5:14; Matt. 5:13; II Cor. 3:2.  Those who have been 
“washed” are the same ones who are “sanctified - set aside for the purpose of exhibiting their relationship 
to God!  Paul had this in mind when he stated, “present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to 
God, which is your spiritual service,” Rom. 12:1. 
 
I Cor. 6:11, “ye were justified.”  This has to do with a relationship with God.  Sin no longer stands between 
that person and God, he has been forgiven and is thus “justified!”  These three words have to do with a 
person who has been unclean, to his standing clean before his maker – “washed,” “sanctified,” 
“justified.”  This is what every sinner should desire and prayerfully attain through obedience to the Word 
of God, Rom. 6:17-18, “17 But thanks be to God, that, whereas ye were servants of sin, ye became obedient 
from the heart to that form of teaching whereunto ye were delivered;  18 and being made free from sin, ye 
became servants of righteousness. 
 
My friend, consider your life and what it should be in the light of God’s Word.  While you are alive you can 
do something about it; but, after you die, you will be like the rich man, you cannot alter your state!                                                                                                                                                                                      
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