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“WELCOME” 
 
The expression, “WELCOME” has been extended by many of us, in our lives.  Possibly there was a time 
when a love one returned from the armed service and we “welcomed” them home.  It may have been 
there was a close friend who spent some time in prison and after a long absence he or she is “welcomed.”  
It could be that a new born child is “welcomed” into the family – whatever it may be we are sure to 
“welcome” those we love, back into our association.   
 
The Bible speaks of those who have labored and toiled and come to the “day of judgment” and there is 
pronounced to them, “Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world,” Matt. 25:34.  This would truly be a time of rejoicing and a time of relief and a time 
to just say, “Welcome.”   Of all things that could happen to a person, this would be the greatest news of 
all that could be received.   

 
“13 And I heard a voice from heaven saying, Write, Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from 
henceforth: yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; for their works follow with them,” Rev. 
14:13. The expression “in the Lord,” is to be considered as one who had been faithful, in life, to the God 
of heaven, our Savior Jesus Christ and he who delivered the will of God to man, the Holy Spirit.  The 
expression “rest from their labors,” tell us, these folks were faithful in their service to the Lord, while on 
earth.  
 
For one to “rest from their labors,” he would have had to have been active during his stay on earth!  We 
are told to “worship, on the first day of the week,” by example, Acts 20:7.  We are instructed to not forsake 
the assembling of our selves together, Heb. 10:25.  The Christian is taught to live a life that is like the life 
of Christ, I Cor. 11:1.  We are instructed to educate ourselves, II Tim. 2:15, so we will be able to teach 
others and to be a “light” to the world and “salt” to the earth.  There are those in life in which benevolence 
is to be extended and a certain group of those who are Christians that need to be exhorted.  So, while we 
live our earthly life, we do the will of our father, Matt. 7:21. 
 
In the parable of the “the lost son,” the father is anxiously waiting the return of his son.  The father has been 
so intent in looking for his son, he sees him a long way off and rejoices for the return of his youngest son.  
It is stated in Lk. 15 concerning the “lost sheep” and the “lost coin,” and the “lost son,” there is great rejoicing 
when the lost is found and is home again.  If there are those who rejoice when one returns for the error of 
his way, how much more joy will there be for one to be received into that heavenly environment? 
 
In Rom. 8:24 we find: “24 For in hope were we saved: but hope that is seen is not hope: for who hopeth for 
that which he seeth?”  Involved in hope is desire, and expectation.  We hope for heaven and here on this 
earth we labor and work exhibiting desire and expectation for that place of rest and peace. Caa ….. 
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