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WHAT I HAVE SEEN IN SIXTY-SEVEN YEARS   # 12 

 
During my first stay at Crockett, the people were wonderful.  The men learned I loved to hunt and fish and 
they accommodated me.  I did a lot of hunting and fishing with different members.  I worked hard and found 
time to enjoy the outdoors.   
 
I had a new Volkswagon beetle automobile and it was common for different members to do something with 
that little car.  We went to a get to gather at a member’s house and had a pot luck lunch.  When I went to 
my VW with my family, to go home, I was greeted with the fact of some members picking my car up and 
putting it between two pine trees.  I said nothing as they all watched to see what I would do.  I put my family 
in the car, pulled forward as far as possible, turned my wheels and backed up, turned my wheels in the 
opposite direction and drove forward, turned my wheels back again, went backwards and so on until I was 
able to drive off.  For some reason there was nothing else said about this incident.  We really had a pleasant 
time living among those who were Christians and associating among many whom I baptized and those who 
were children of God.  The Lord’s Church grew during this period and peace prevailed.  I thanked the Lord 
for such wonderful people and a peaceful existence.  
 
There was one member of the Lord’s Church, after preaching about 35 minutes in a sermon, he would pull 
out his pocket watch and let it pendulum, in front of his face.  I understood the message; but, never paid 
any attention to his ploy.  Another thing happened while in Crockett that I never did adjust to.  One  of the 
ladies, a wonderful person, would come up to me after each sermon preached and say: “Nice talk.”  When 
she said this she would give me a limp handshake and look off.  The limp handshake and the looking off, 
when she said, “Nice talk,” I just never adjusted to such.  Even today, it still bothers me when I think of it.  I 
really did not know what to think; or, what she meant.  I am sure she intended nothing bad. 
 
One of the young men, married with children, would come up and catch you under the arm and pinch skin 
between his thumb and forefinger and you talking about hurting, you would just grit your teeth.  He did me 
that way one day, just before Bible Class and I jerked my arm back and said “Why did you do that?”  He 
looked at me and just laughed out loud, at me.  I told him, “You are going to regret that.”  Several weeks 
later, I walked up behind him and noticed that everything was just right and reached up and pinched him 
real hard, under his arm.  The next Sunday, he said to me: ”Look what you did?”  He pulled up his sleeve 
and showed me a large blue place and I really felt bad about what I had done; but, as far as I know, he 
never pinched anyone under the arm again. We all had an interesting life together – we truly loved one 
another and did what we could to be sure every member continued faithful to the Lord.   
 
I had a class with a brother in the Lord, this took place during the day, he was a rancher.  The class started 
by him saying, “I do not believe prayer does any good! The days of miracles are over and God does not 
perform miracles now; so, no need to pray.”  I ask him if he had ever heard of the providence of God?  
Then I stated to him, “Do you really feel that praying is like talking to an old burned stump – he will hear 
noting?”  God works by his providence and through this much is done for the prayers of the saints!  Later 
we ended the study by my saying: “I feel sorry for you and your wife, one of the greatest comforts I have is 
to be able to talk with the Father, to know he hears and answers prayer through his providence.“  “16 
Confess therefore your sins one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed.  The 
supplication of a righteous man availeth much in its working,” Jas. 5:16.  There are many passages of the 
New Testament which teach we are to pray.       Caa ….. 
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