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WHAT I HAVE SEEN IN SIXTY-SEVEN YEARS   # 5 

 
During the little over one year that I lived in La Porte, it was necessary for me to purchase an automobile. I 
considered my options to get a loan, for the car, and decided to seek a loan at the local bank.  After making 
application for the loan, the lending officer told me he would let me know.  I waited for two weeks and did 
not receive an answer.  On a certain day I approached the lending officer again.  This time he told me they 
needed a little more time and I continued to wait.  Again, I approached the lending officer of the bank and 
asked about the loan – by now, there had been one month to pass.  He began to again tell me they had not 
made up their mind.  I then suggested to him I realized something was wrong and asked what it was.  I 
knew I was young and had not established much of a credit rating, at this time.  He then told me, there was 
a Church of Christ preacher that left the community owing the bank money.  I then told him I am sorry; but, 
was not responsible for another’s actions; but, he could be assured that I was making enough money to 
pay the note off and would do just that.  He made me the loan and I bought my first new car.   I DID PAY 
THE FULL NOTE! 
 
Here is the lesson I learned.  We do not live on an island to ourselves.  What I do will affect others and I 
needed to make sure I did not make and leave bills unpaid.  To my knowledge I can say there were never 
preachers following me, who would suffer because of bad debts, I had left.  I learned one of the brothers 
learned of the bad debts and paid them off.  He did not have to do that; but. I believe this showed the 
fullness of his faith.  May the Lord bless him – he has passed on to his reward. 
 
During my stay at La Porte, I befriended a sister’s husband who was not a member of the body of Christ.  
While talking to him about obeying the Gospel, he asked me about the Masonic Lodge.  I taught him the 
truth about both the Lodge and the Lord’s Church.   He obeyed the Gospel and renounced the Masonic 
Lodge.  A few months after I left La Port, he was fishing along the ship channel, his boat capsized and he 
drowned.  I was so pleased that I had opportunity to present the truth to him.   
 
One Sunday morning, in the preaching service, I was dealing with many of the problems in the church and 
was pointing out that these problems needed to be addressed and corrected.  A lady member, very quickly 
arose from her seat, and headed for the back of the building.  While preaching, I always look at the people 
to whom I am preaching and observed what was happening.  As she got to the back door I commented, 
“You do not need to leave now, just take your medicine.”  Later that afternoon, I received a call and 
her husband informed me she was not leaving the assembly because of what was being preached; but 
rather, she had and emergency and had to leave.  I knew I had done the wrong thing and went and stood 
on the door step of their house and apologized to her.  I felt it was the right thing to do.   
 
Again, I learned a valuable lesson – make sure of your facts before you make a commitment.  It is better 
to think a thing through, before you speak publicly; if not, you will have to take it back.  The Gospel is to 
me as well as to others.  When something is done wrong, I am expected  to respond the same as some 
brother or sister who has done wrong.  The Gospel is for all. 
 
James 1:5,  wisdom!  This is where I first began considering how wisdom is gained.  Wisdom is gained by 
looking at the failures of others, good or bad.  By observation, we learn what is to be done to get certain 
results, good or bad.  We are told to pray for our bread, then we work for it, Matt. 6:11; Eph. 4:28.  So it is 
with wisdom, we pray for it and gradually get it.      Caa ….. 
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