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You would think from what has been presented in past weeks that I think La Port, Tx. was a bad place to 
live – not so.  There were a lot of good people that helped me through the rough times that I was 
experiencing.  There were a lot of young people and therefore, I performed many weddings while living in 
that city.  Often, there will be someone expressing to me that I married them may years ago.  Sometimes I 
add a little humor by telling them that could not have been so, I married my wife, Mildred, and we are still 
to- gather – 66 years!  Then they will say to me, “You did marry us.”  I then will let them know that I JOINED 
THEM in marriage; yes, I do remember that occasion.  I am so thankful that so many of those who were 
joined in marriage are still together.  Wonderful!  I joined many couples together in Baycliff and La Port 
Texas. 
 
My first debate was at La Port.  I attended a Pentecostal meeting and after the meeting I was talking with 
the preacher and proposed a discussion.  Immediately he accepted the idea of exchanging views.  He 
wanted to have one night at his building and one night at our building.  According to him, I was to speak 
first, at their building, one hour, and the next night he would speak for one hour at our building.  
Arrangements were made for an advance date – giving time for us to prepare for each speech.  I had 
attended two or three debates and knew what to expect; so, I began to prepare for the night that I was to 
speak.  Soon, I had formulated all of the arguments that I wanted to make and finalized the speech, to be 
delivered on a designated night.   
 
As I began to speak, there were those in the audience that began to hold up hands, praising the Lord and 
saying: “Lord close our ears that we may not hear!”  Others were saying: “This is the child of the Devil 
speaking.”  I stopped speaking and admonished them to listen; because, tomorrow night we have agreed 
to listen to their speaker.  I expressed: “You can be assured we shall be respectful to the speaker and listen 
to what he will say.”  They seem to quieten down somewhat; but still made noise, trying to hinder folks from 
hearing.  My brethren were there and afterwards expressed appreciation for the material delivered 
 
The following night we assembled at our building, the house was full.  He began to speak and through his 
sermon he gave no attention to the arguments I had made the night before.  Some of his members were 
waving their hands and shouting “Hallelujah.”  We stopped the speaker and observed we were not to disturb 
the speaker; but rather listen to what he said.  This calmed them down; accept for one man, who continued 
to say “Glooooooooory.”  One of our brethren latter dubbed this man as being: “The Glooooooooory 
man.”  My brethren were considerate of the speaker and listened to what he said – I appreciated them for 
their demeanor. 
 
We had opportunity to present the truth about the Holy Spirit Baptism and Spiritual Gifts; but, I determined 
never to have that kind of arrangement again.  As long as I lived in La Porte, reminder of that discussion 
was being talked about.  The material presented by the Pentecostals was emotional and the material that I 
presented was according to the book – factual! 
 
The greatest good obtained from that arrangement was, what it did for me.  I studied and learned how to 
prepare for a discussion.  All of this paid off later in life      Caa ….. 
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