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WHAT I HAVE SEEN IN SIXTY-SEVEN YEARS   # 8 

 
Some observations are in order while I think of my stay in Baycliff and La Port, Texas.  The time I spent in 
Baycliff (2 years) the brethren allowed me to spend a lot of time in my study, preparing for the future.  When 
I arrived in La Porte, it seemed every time I turned around there was something happening that was calling 
upon what I had put together in Baycliff.  Through the years I have expressed it in this manner: “I learned a 
lot about the Bible in Baycliff and made the practical application of all those facts in La Porte.” 
 
From the beginning of my preaching the Gospel, I had the idea that I not only needed to know the Gospel; 
but, it was my duty to take it to the world.  Every time I became involved, it made me study just that much 
more.  I truly believed, and still do; the Bible is the answer to all of the world’s spiritual problems.  To 
illustrate this, one day I went to the post office and when I came out there was a man, who later told me he 
was Jehovah Witness, handing out material about no punishment in hell.  I stopped and talked with him 
and suggested that in Lk.16 the rich man was “in anguish in this flame.”  His answer was: “That was a 
PARABLE!”  This really caused some thinking and studying on my part.  I learned a parable was a truth, 
not a falsehood – a true story told from which we glean truth.  Now, this is what I mean when I say, “Your 
talking with folks will make you study.”  
 
It seemed, while at Bacliff, different preachers began to give me books that I needed in my studies.  I 
appropriated money from my salary, each month, for the purpose of purchasing books that were needed.  
Slowly, but surely, I began to build me a library.  Because of my belief in the Bible there was a brother who 
said:  “Brother Allen, you are a purest!”  Now here I go. I just could not wait till I got back to my study to see 
what he meant.  When I looked the word up I found it was: “one not mixed or adulterated with other 
substance or material.”  That was how I felt about the Bible!  I believed in the Bible and did not need anything 
from men.  I accepted the fact that I was a purest!  This same idea was presented, later in life under 
different terminology – LEGALEST!   
 
About this time, in life, I was dealing with the “sponsoring church” type of evangelizing the world and I was 
told I was a “LEGALIST!”  I began to think, if I obeyed the law, of the land, by doing what the law 
demanded, I would be “Legal.”   So, if I obeyed the “Law of Christ,” I would be legal with the Lord.  The Lord 
said, “23 ….. If a man love me, he will keep my word,” Jno. 14:23.  If being obedient to the Word of God 
makes me legal then let me be legal; or, obedient to the covenant of Christ.  Yes, in this sense I am a 
“legalist” and am honored to be called such. 
 
TODAY, I am friends with many folks, from Bacliff and La Porte, Texas.  Through the years they have 
proved themselves to be a “brother,” and I am thankful for their faithfulness.  Some of these brethren have 
been faithful friends through the years – some have helped with my support in later years, and for this I am 
thankful.   
 
I have a lot of good memories form Bacliff and La Porte.  I am thankful to have lived and worked with a lot 
of people who loved and obeyed the Lord’s will.  It was an honor to be among them, even though there 
were problems that had to be addressed.  I offer my thanks to them and pray the Lord for their wellbeing. 
 
This is all a part of life: some good things and some bad things; yet, we must continue to be “faithful unto 
death,” Rev. 2:10.        Caa ….. 
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