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In the summer of 1958 I moved to La Porte, Texas.  The brethren at La Porte contacted me and asked if I 
would be interested in moving to work with them.  I ask if they were considering any other preachers?  If 
so, they could determine whether one of them might be hired.  When you finish considering all those you 
had in mind; then, if you want to talk with me, let me know.  I did not want to get in competition with my 
preaching brethren.  Soon, thereafter, they called and wanted to talk with me.  
 
About three weeks after I moved there, the elders called me to a meeting and two of the three said, “they 
were not qualified to be Elder!”  This really shook me; I really did not know what to say.  Finally I told 
them they were men of understanding and since they felt they were not qualified to be elders, they would 
know what to do.  A few weeks later two of the three resigned, one Wednesday evening, and the one stated 
he would resign until additional men were selected for Elders.  Immediately I addressed the audience and 
explained the one would never be an Elder again, until he was appointed again by the congregation.  This 
continued to be a problem in the church as long as I lived at La Porte.  Now, everything was shuffled to a 
general business meeting. .  
 
I had been in La Porte about three months, when, in a “Ladies Class” I was ask: “Can a Christian be a 
member of the Masonic Lodge?”  When the question was asked, I told them the class time was up for 
today’s class and I would address this subject next week.  I prepared my material and presented it to the 
class.  The only response was, one of the ladies said: “Brother …… who preached here before you believed 
one could be a Christian and a Mason.”  This preacher lived not far from La Porte; so, I went to visit with 
him and presented the problem to him.  He said, “Brother Allen, I shall have some material in your hand 
before next week’s class.”   
 
Upon receiving his material – he very aggressively pointed out the Masonic Lodge was a religious 
organization and that he had come out of the Masonic Lodge many years ago,  I read his material to the 
class.  There was nothing said, in class, and I thought it was all over.   
 
Soon thereafter this preacher came to La Porte and attended our Sunday evening services.  After services 
one of our members came out and when the preacher put his hand out to shake hands with her, she tried 
to spit in his hand.  He moved his hand back and the wad of spit fell to the floor.   After this, one of the 
Mason’s took the preacher to a back classroom and raked him over the coals for revealing Masonic 
secrets.   
 
I began forming me a sermon, because of the reactions of the Masons in the congregation.  At a proper 
time, I preached on the progressive nature of sin.  I noted David committed fornication, then he got a man 
drunk and then had the man killed – all because of a sin he had committed.  I noted, it was not enough 
for these members to be a member of the Masonic Lodge; but, there were others sins committed and I 
detailed the sins committed.  About a month later one of the members of the Masonic order spoke up in a 
business meeting: “Brethren, what are we going to do about this preacher preaching against the Masonic 
Lodge?”  I moved from La Port in September of 1959.  Until I moved there was an underground message 
being given – “Brother Allen must leave!” 
 
Working with this congregation gave me many lessons that I learned the hard way.  Someone said “This 
was your valley of Hard knocks – I believe it to be so.  There were many wonderful people; yet, difficult 
times for me and my family.  More to follow.     Caa …... 
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