The Importance of
Buying the Truth

Prov.23:23

Buy The TRUTH

Buy ALL The Truth

Buy ONLY The Truth

Buy The Truth and SELL It NOT




It is a TRUE statement, that those who are interested in PLEASING God, need to, have an ATTITUDE to:
e “LOVE the Lord thy God with ALL thy heart, and with ALL thy soul, and with ALL thy mind.
For this, is the FIRST and GREAT commandment.” (Matt.22:37-38)

But in order to do that, we must have an understanding about TRUTH.

So, if the Lord wills, I'd like to speak with you this morning, concerning,
The Importance of Buying the Truth

Pontius Pilate ONCE asked Jesus,
e “Art thou a KING then?
Jesus answered, thou SAYEST that | AM a King
To this END was | born, and for this CAUSE, came | into the world,
That | should BEAR witness, unto the TRUTH
Everyone that is OF the TRUTH, heareth MY voice.
THEN, Pilate said unto Him, what is TRUTH?” (Jn.18:37-38)

In prayer, the Savior ASKED the Father,
e  “SANCTIFY them through Thy TRUTH: Thy Word IS Truth” (Jn.17:17)

AND we find the Lord saying,
e “I AMthe way, the TRUTH, and the LIFE:
NO man cometh unto the Father, BUT by Me.” (Jn.14:6)

The Bible says,
® “IN the beginning, wasthe WORD, and the Word was WITH God, and the Word WAS God.” (Jn.1:1)

Later, John wrote that,

e “The WORD, was made flesh, and DWELT among us,
(and we BEHELD His glory, the glory AS OF, the only BEGOTTEN of the Father,)
FULL of grace and TRUTH.” (Jn.1:14)

e “Grace and Truth, CAME by Jesus Christ.” (Jn.1:17)
e “TRUTH s IN Jesus” (Eph.4:21)

Concerning Jesus, James said,
e “OF His OWN will, BEGAT He us, WITH, the Word of TRUTH.” (James 1:18)

And so, we can see “The Importance of Buying the TRUTH”
Because Jesus IS

e “..the Way,

e the Truth

e AND the Life:” (Jn.14:6)



Surely one would be motivated to,

BUY the TRUTH

...AND To Buy it up, regardless, of the Price or Sacrifice:
Because withOUT the purchase of Truth, there will be, No Kingdom of Heaven for us.

Jesus said:

e “The kingdom of heaven is LIKE, unto a MERCHANT man, SEEKING goodly PEARLS:
WHO, when he had found ONE pearl of GREAT price,
WENT and sold, ALL that he had,
And BOUGHT it.” (Matt.13: 45-46).

Notice Jesus said: “the kingdom of heaven is LIKE”.

e So, TRUTH does NOT come cheap; it is COSTLY!

e If TRUTH were CHEAP, we would very likely DISREGARD its importance.

e So, we should be motivated to BUY the TRUTH, regardless of the PRICE, that is required.

Jesus said in the parable of the pearl of great price:
e That the man “sold ALL that he had and BOUGHT” that pearl.
e So, love the TRUTH, and sacrifice WHATEVER is necessary, to POSSESS it.

It is ALSO important, that we ALL understand, that self denial IS required, to posses TRUTH.

In Mark 8:34, we find Jesus saying::
e “WHOSOEVER, will come AFTER me,
“Let him DENY himself, And take UP his cross, And FOLLOW me.”

Jesus ALSO said:
e “Whosoever he BE of you
that forsaketh NOT all that he hath, He CANNOT be My disciple.” (Lk.14:33)

The Bible teaches:
e “THEY that ARE Christ’s
have CRUCIFIED the flesh, WITH the affections and lusts.” (Gal.5:24)

So, the price PAID to posses TRUTH, may even be:
e Time, Money, lLands, Popularity, Ease, Honor OR, even Suffering.

Sometimes even the SEVERING of friendly and family TIES, are necessary, to posses TRUTH.

Jesus said:
e “He that LOVETH father or mother, MORE than me, is NOT worthy of me:
And he that LOVETH son or daughter, MORE than me, is NOT worthy of me.” (Matt.10:37).

e “If any man COME to me, and hate NOT (that is, to love less)
his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters,
yea, and his OWN life also, he canNOT be my disciple.” (reads Lk.14:26)

e “If there come ANY unto you, and bring NOT this doctrine,
receive him NOT into your house, NEITHER bid him God speed:
For he that biddeth him God speed, is PARTAKER of his EVIL deeds.” (2Jn.vs 10-11)



You know what? The true concept of TRUTH is only realized,
If we not only BUY the TRUTH, and Buy the Truth Regardless of Price or Sacrifice, BUT...

Buy ALL The Truth

We can’t pick & choose, from among our favorite passages.
Whether the passage is considered negative or positive, we must ACCEPT and BUY it ALL.

The inspired apostle Paul said to the elders at Ephesus:
e “l kept back NOTHING that was profitable unto you, but have SHOWED you, and have TAUGHT you,
PUBLICLY and from house to HOUSE.” (Acts 20:20).

e “For | have not SHUNNED to declare unto you, ALL the counsel of God.” (Acts 20:27)

Psalm 119:160 (ASV) reads,
e "The SUM of Thy Word is TRUTH;",

Gospel preacher, Carl Allen, and others who were MUCH wiser than |,

have made harmonious statements (to above three passages), such as:

e "one should study the text, pre-text, and extended text."

e One should NOT want to take God's Word out of context,
but we should also be interested in the "extended text" or the "whole counsel of God"
on any given subject, as “The SUM of (God's) Word is TRUTH".

Gospel preacher, Johnny Ramsey stated something similar to this:
e "God is His own best commentary: To study in context, is to take ALL of God's revelation on a given subject,
e then you have God's thoughts (Isa.55:8-9) on that subject or topic."

...because when one has done so, they have considered "The SUM of (God's) Word is TRUTH;".

God doesn't share with us, all the answers we may want to know,
e "but these are written, that ye may believe that Jesus IS the Christ, the Son of God;
and that believing, ye may have LIFE in His Name." (Jn.20:31)

In Buying ALL the TRUTH, it certainly is Necessary to,

Buy ONLY The Truth

Regarding consumer goods, Not everything is as good, as it is said to be;
One must EXAMINE things carefully, BEFORE investing in them.
This same CAREFUL consideration, should be given, when BUYING ONLY the TRUTH.

The noble Bereans MUST have realized this, for the Bible informs us:
e “That they RECEIVED the Word, with all READINESS of mind,
And SEARCHED the scriptures DAILY, Whether those things were so.” (Acts 17:11).

Counterfeits sometimes APPEAR as Truth,
e So we must, discriminate between TRUTH and error.
e We must INSIST, that TRUTH is pure and undefiled; that TRUTH is perversion-free.

Surely we can learn from what Moses said LONG ago:
e “Yeshall NOT, add unto the Word, which | command you, NEITHER, shall ye diminish ought, FROM it,
That ye may KEEP, the commandments, of the LORD your God, Which | COMMAND you.” (Deut.4:2).
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AND we can learn from, what John wrote by inspiration:

e “For | testify unto EVERY man, that HEARETH the words, of this book,
If ANY man, shall ADD unto these things,
God shall ADD unto him, the plagues, that are WRITTEN, IN this book:
And IF any man shall TAKE AWAY from the words, of this prophecy,
God shall TAKE AWAY his part, OUT of the book of LIFE, And OUT of the holy city,
And FROM the things, which are written, IN this book.” (Rev.22:18-19).

It CERTAINLY is NOT TRUTH,
o [fitis established, by ANY other standard, than the WORD of God.

Peter, through the Holy Spirit said:
e “If any man SPEAK, let him speak AS the oracles of God.” (1Pet.4:11).
e “Asthe oracles of God” implies the LITERAL or ACTUAL words of God.

Jesus gave an example of “speak(ing) as the oracles of God” in Matt. Chapter 4
when he said, “It Is Written”, AND then QUOTED scripture.

And the BIBLE informs us:
e “Let God be TRUE, but every man a LIAR;” (Rom.3:4).

And we ALWAYS need to ask:
e “For WHAT saith the scripture?” (Rom.4:3).

We must ALWAYS, be ABSOLUTELY sure, that our teaching and practices,
are in harmony WITH, the Divine standard.

The Bible says:
e “PROVE all things; hold FAST that which is good.” (1Thess.5:21; 2Cor.13:5).

So, how do we prove all things?
e Certainly NOT by the philosophy’s and traditions of men (Col.2:8).
e NOT by human reasoning; the apostle Paul REASONED, from the scriptures (Acts 17:2).

NOT by false teachers, BUT by the Word of TRUTH, which says:
e “Beloved, believe NOT every spirit,
But TRY the spirits
Whether they are, OF God:
Because MANY false prophets, are gone OUT, INTO the world.” (1Jn.4:1).

Please Don’t EVER forget : that ALL Truth and ONLY the Truth, is FOUND in the Word of God,
NOT in the books of men.

The Bible teaches us that:

e  “All scripture is GIVEN, by inspiration of God, (thatis, literally God breathed) And is PROFITABLE for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be PERFECT (that is,
complete), THROUGHLY furnished, unto ALL good works.” (2Tim.3:16-17).



The wisdom of Proverbs, not ONLY says to...

IV. Buy The Truth (but to) Sell It NOT (prov.23223)

The Apostle Paul said in the Roman letter:

e “Brethren, my heart’s DESIRE, and PRAYER to God, for Israel IS, thatthey MIGHT be saved.
For | BEAR them record, that they HAVE a zeal of God, but NOT according to KNOWLEDGE.
For they being IGNORANT of God'’s righteousness,
and going ABOUT, to establish their OWN righteousness,
Have NOT submitted themselves, unto the RIGHTEOUSNESS of God.” (Rom.10:1-3)

It is sad indeed, that for some, Instead of BUYING the Truth, they are Quick to SELL it,
by ACCEPTING only PART of the Truth; AND as a result, they OBEY only PART of the Truth.

Like in Romans chapter 10,

e They “establish their OWN righteousness .

e They “seek their OWN, NOT the things which ARE Jesus Christ.” (Phil.2:21)
o They “pervert the RIGHT ways of the Lord.” (Acts 13:10)

There are SOME who accept and obey ONLY PART of the Truth, with regard to...
A. The BLOOD

They BELIEVE in the BLOOD of Christ,
BUT they leave off TRUTH about the CHURCH
and they leave off TRUTH about the necessity and significance of BAPTISM.

e Ephesians 5:23 says that, “Christ IS, the savior of the body.”

e Colossians 1:18 tells us that, “the body IS the church.”

e The Bible informs us that, “Christ GAVE Himself FOR the church.” (Eph.5:25)

e And that the, “church of God was PURCHASED with his OWN blood.” (Acts 20:28)

e And as such, we are now, “justified BY His blood,
we shall be SAVED from wrath THROUGH Him.” (Rom.5:9)

Referencing our relationship with Christ, His death, burial, resurrection
and thus our contact with his CLEANSING blood, the Bible teaches that we are...
e “Buried WITH Him IN baptism, wherein also ye are RISEN with HIM
through the FAITH of the operation of God, Who hath RAISED Him from the dead.” (Col.2:12),

A parallel passage is recorded for us in Rom.6:3-4, which says:

e “Know ye not, that so many of us, AS were baptized INTO Jesus Christ, were baptized INTO His death?
THEREFORE, we are buried WITH Him, by baptism INTO death: that LIKE AS Christ was raised up from the
dead, by the glory of the Father, EVEN SO, we also should WALK, in newness of life.”

If we pay close attention to those passages, and are not quick to making excuses, we’ll see the VISUAL picture
that the Holy Spirit is REVEALING to us, through His WORD, with SIMPLE arithmetic:
e that Baptism is EQUAL to newness of life, just like that of Christ being RAISED from the dead.

e “Paul said, for ye are ALL children of God, by faith, IN Christ.” (Gal.3:26)

...This passage (Gal.3:26) says that we must be IN Christ, to be a child of God, by FAITH of course.
Question is, how does one get IN Christ? The very next passage says,
e “For as MANY of you, as have been baptized INTO Jesus Christ, have PUT ON Christ.” (Gal.3:27)
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e “Therefore if any man be IN Christ, he is a NEW creature:
old things are passed away; behold ALL things are become NEW.” (2Cor.5:17)

e “but now IN Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the BLOOD of Christ.” (Eph.2:13)

The scriptures are CLEAR:
o “We are redeemed THROUGH His blood, the FORGIVENESS of sins,
according to the RICHES of His grace.” (Eph.1:7)

e By faith, baptism put us in contact WITH that blood, through His death (Rom. 6:3-11)

e By faith, baptism puts us IN Christ, or allows us to PUT ON Christ (Gal.3:26-27)

e By faith, baptism PROVIDES remission of sins (Acts 2:38), just like the blood of Christ (Matt.26:28)

e By faith, baptism WASHES away sins (Acts 22:16), just like the blood of Christ (Rev.1:5)

e By faith, baptism SAVES us (1Pet.3:21; Mark 16:16)

e And God ADDS those to that blood bought institution, the CHURCH, as a result of being SAVED (Acts 2:47)

...As a result of being scripturally BAPTIZED!

If a CHILD of God, then IN Christ (Gal.3:26)

If IN Christ, then made nigh by the BLOOD of Christ (Eph.2:13)
If IN Christ, then baptized (Gal.3:26-27)

If BAPTIZED, then saved (1Pet.3:21)

If SAVED, then in God’s church (Acts 2:47)

The Bible says those that will be in white robes, are they which,
e "have WASHED their robes, and made them white in the BLOOD of the Lamb." (Read Rev.7:13-14)

Washing in the New Testament always refers to baptism. Because we are sinfully dirty!
This is why the apostle Paul was told to “arise, and be BAPTIZED, and WASH away thy sins...” (Acts 22:16)

1Jn.1:7 reads,
e “IF we WALK in the LIGHT, as HE is in the LIGHT, we have fellowship one with another,
and the BLOOD of Jesus Christ His Son CLEANSETH us from ALL sin.”

That can only happen if we If we Buy ALL the Truth, ONLY the TRUTH,;
e |f we “BUY The TRUTH and SELL it NOT” (Prov.23:23) ...read also 1Pet.1:13-19.

Some SELL the TRUTH, by accepting and obeying ONLY PART of the TRUTH, concerning...
B. WORSHIP

...because they leave off teaching about the Lord’s supper.

The Bible says that early christians MET
e “upon the FIRST Day of the week” (1Cor.16:2)

e And that it was, “upon the FIRST DAY of the week
when the disciples came TOGETHER to break bread .” (Acts 20:7)

After giving thanks for the bread and the cup, Jesus said
e “This DO in remembrance of me.” (1Cor.11:23-25)

And He went on to explain,
e “for as OFTEN as ye EAT this bread and DRINK this cup,
ye do SHOW the Lord’s DEATH until he comes.” (1Cor.11:26).
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Early christians did so in a WORTHY manner, DISCERNING the Lord’s BODY (1Cor.11:29),
e So asto NOT “be GUILTY of the body and blood of the Lord.” (1Cor.11:27)
e ..Judging themselves RIGHTLY, so as to not be JUDGED with this world (1Cor.11:31-32)

It takes some time to discern the Lord’s Body, Suffering, His Death, and judging of ourselves. So we need to be
careful NOT to rush through our Lord’s memorial service, lest we be guilty of His body & blood (1Cor.11:27-29).

CLEARLY, the Lord’s supper is COMMANDED (Luke 22:18-20; 1Cor.11:23-32)
The FIRST day of the week is our ONLY example for doing such (Acts 20:7)

Just like in that Jewish system, the Old Law,

the Israelites understood that they were to keep the Sabbath Day Holy
e each and EVERY Sabbath Day, 52 weeks out of the year;

e not just once, or twice out of the year (Read Exodus 20:8-10)

In like fashion, christians today are to REMEMBER the Lord’s death THROUGH the Lord’s Supper;
e each and EVERY first day of the week, 52 weeks out of the year.
e NOT just once, or twice out of the year.

STILL, some accept and obey ONLY part of the Truth, concerning...
C. The ONE Lord

They BELIEVE in the ONE LORD, But they simply don’t buy UNITY into the ONE Faith

Eph. 4:5 reads:
e “ONE Lord, ONE Faith, ONE Baptism.”

The Bible says we are
e “called in ONE body” (Col.3:15)
o That we are, “reconciled unto God, IN one body, BY the cross” (Eph.2:16)

Certainly we are to
e “stand fast in ONE spirit, with ONE mind, striving TOGETHER, for THE faith, of THE gospel.” (Phil.1:27)

And don’t forget what Jude says:
e “Beloved, when I gave ALL diligence, to write unto you, of the COMMON salvation
It was NEEDFUL for me to write unto you AND exhort you
That ye should EARNESTLY contend for THE faith,
which was ONCE, delivered unto the SAINTS.” (Jude verse 3). ..delivered ONE time for ALL time, is the idea.

If there is
e ONE Lord, a COMMON salvation, and ONE faith , that was ONCE delivered

...Then that implies that there cannot possibly be, MANY churches, of MANY different faiths
and certainly that ONE faith cannot be revealed again, in some so-called modern day revelation,
such as the book of Morman, the Kuran or any other man-made religious creed.

AND with regard to this, the bible says:

e “But though WE, (thatis, the apostles of the 1%t century) or an ANGEL from heaven,
preach ANY other gospel unto you, Than that which we have preached unto you,
let him be ACCURSED. As we said before, so say | now again,

If any MAN, preach ANY other gospel unto you,
Than that YE have received, let him be ACCURSED.” (Gal.1:.8-9).
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We need to be CAREFUL we are following the ONE Lord, in the ONE faith;
Lest we find ourselves SELLING the TRUTH.

We need to be CAUTIOUS about what is accepted and obeyed.
So as to NOT establish, our OWN righteousness (Rom.10:1-3).

God warns His people over and over again, to be an extremely CAUTIOUS people

With such passages as, Matt.7:13-14:

e “Enteryein, atthe STRAIT gate, for WIDE is the gate, and BROAD is the way,
that leadeth unto DESTRUCTION and MANY therebe, that go IN thereat.
Because STRAIT is the gate, and NARROW is the way, which |leadeth unto LIFE
and FEW there be that FIND it.”

And the wisdom of Proverbs says:
e “Thereis A way, (thatis, a singular way) that SEEMETH right unto a man
but the END thereof, are the WAYS (that is, plural ways) of DEATH.” (Prov.14:12)

There are MANY ways of DEATH, but it only takes ONE of those ways to get us, where we DON’T want to go!

The Bible, reveals that some...

e “received NOT the love of the Truth, that they MIGHT be saved
And for this cause, God shall send them STRONG delusion, that they should believe a LIE,
That they ALL might be damned, who received NOT the Truth,
but had PLEASURE in unrighteousness.” (1Thess.2:10-12)

Some
e “wrest (or TWIST) the scriptures, unto their OWN destruction.” (2Pet.3:16)

Peter asked:
e “IF the righteous, SCARCELY be saved,
WHERE shall the ungodly and the sinner APPEAR?” (1Pet.4:18)

WHERE shall the ungodly and sinner appear? Read 2Thess.1:7-9
e “Andto YOU who are troubled, REST with us, WHEN the Lord JESUS,
SHALL be revealed FROM Heaven, WITH His MIGHTY angels,
IN flaming FIRE, taking VENGEANCE, on them that know NOT God,
and that obey NOT the gospel, of our Lord Jesus Christ:
Who SHALL be punished, with EVERLASTING destruction (thatis, DESTRUCTION without END)
FROM the presence of the Lord, and FROM the Glory of his power;”

| don’t know about you,

but those passages and the such like, tell me that we ought to be an extremely CAUTIOUS people.
e CAUTIOUS about the doctrine ACCEPTED,

e CAUTIOUS about the doctrine OBEYED

¢ and Certainly CAUTIOUS about ANY doctrine that is TAUGHT.



One gospel preacher, very wisely stated something similar to this:
e Good stewardship DEMANDS, that we CHOOSE “the RIGHT ways of the Lord” (Acts 13:10)
o that we CHOOSE that Bible way, thatis RIGHT, and can’t be wrong.

That is to say,
e to choose that SAFE way,
e to choose that way, thatis unquestionably and absolutely CORRECT (scripturally speaking).

We don’t want to choose that way that,
e MIGHT be right, or that way that MIGHT be wrong,
e butrather that way, that IS Right, and CanNOT be wrong!

WHY? do you ask:
The risks are too HIGH to choose otherwise, because 2John 9 says:
o  “Whosoever, transgresseth and abideth NOT in the doctrine of Christ, HATH NOT GOD;”

IN-CLOSING

It's IMPERATIVE, that we ALL KNOW the grace of GOD in TRUTH!
e Asdid the church at Colossae (Col.1:6)

It is terribly IMPORTANT,
e to Buy The TRUTH
e Buy ALL The Truth
e Buy ONLY The Truth
e |tis Important, to “Buy The Truth and SELL It NOT” (don’t ever forget Prov.23:23)

Are you an ERRING Christian?
or have you FAILED to remain faithful, to the TRUTH of God’s Word?

Regarding Simon’s unfaithfulness, Peter said:
e  “REPENT therefore of this thy wickedness, and PRAY God,
If perhaps the THOUGHT of thine heart, may be FORGIVEN thee.” (Acts 8:22)

New converts follow the example of the Ethiopian Eunuch, who was informed,
e  “IF thou BELIEVEST with ALL thine HEART, thou mayest. And he answered and said,
I BELIEVE that Jesus Christ IS the Son of God. 3 And he commanded the chariot to stand still:
and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch;
and he BAPTIZED him.” (Acts 8:37-38)

If you DESIRE to apply yourself to the TRUTH,
which is the only means to spiritual freedom (Jn.8:31-32);
e If you desire to accept and obey ALL the TRUTH, and nothing BUT the TRUTH,

If you have a spiritual NEED, The LORD invites you, and we await to assist you.
Don’t delay, come NOW, while together we stand and sing.

Source: Sermon Outline by Derrel Shaw
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